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Keio Jean Monnet Workshop for EU Studies
EU Document and Analysis

Outcome of the European Council of June 2005

BABA Ryuji

The European Council of June 2005 was held in the aftermath of the refer-
endums on the Constitutional Treaty in France and Netherlands. This
European Council is marked by the discussion on the future of the
Constitutional Treaty and the Financial Perspective for 2007-2013, while its
Conclusion mainly deals with economic, social and environmental issues,
Area of freedom, security and justice, External relations, together with
Declaration on guiding principles for sustainable development, Integrated
guidelines for growth and jobs 2005-2008, Declaration on Kosovo, Declaration
on the middle east peace process and Declaration on Lebanon as annexes.

With regard to the future of the Constitutional Treaty, the heads of state
or government of the Member States of the European Union adopted a dec-
laration on its ratification during this European Council. Since an increasing
number of European political figures were questioning whether to continue
the ratification process or not after the rejection in France and Netherlands,
it is remarkable that the heads of state or government reiterated in the dec-

“

laration the “ validity of continuing with ratification process”, while “ the
timetable for the ratification in different Member States will be altered if
necessary”. It is also notable that the Constitutional Treaty was rejected in
France and Netherlands mostly because of their internal political situation.
Concerning the Financial Perspective for 2007-2013, which is one of the
three important issues to be handled under the Luxembourg presidency, the

fact should be taken into consideration that there was not so much room for
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negotiation for the Financial Perspective because the EU’ s budget for agri-
culture which covers the most part of the whole budget was out of scope for
negotiation although some Member States demand an austerity budget.
Since the British government which undertakes the presidency of the EU
for the second half of 2005 is said to be responsible for the breakdown of the
negotiation for the Financial Perspective, it seems quite unlikely that the cri-
sis caused by the failure in this negotiation will be overcome soon. In this
context, it is essential to direct our attention to the informal Summit meeting
to be held in this autumn to discuss the future of Europe and the European
social model.

The UK, a major Member State, rejected the Financial Perspective
although the European integration process is encountering difficulties after
the rejection of the Constitutional Treaty in France and Netherlands. This
fact suggests that the European integration will be stagnated for several

years and that the new enlargement may be delayed.
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