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Keio Jean Monnet Workshop for EU Studies
EU Document and Analysis

EU Environmental Policy and the 6th
Environmental Action Programme

Yoko WADACHI

The Global Assessment of the 5th environment Action Programme of
the European Union concluded that while progress was being made in cut-
ting pollution levels in some areas, problems remained and the environment
would continue to deteriorate unless more progress was made in the imple-
mentation of environmental legislation in Member States and so on. This
context has guided the proposal of the Sixth Environment Action
Programme, which sets out the major priorities and objectives for environ-
ment policy over the next ten years and details the measures to be taken.

The new programme sets five key approaches. These are to :

0 Ensure the implementation of existing environmental legislation.
O Integrate environmental concerns into all relevant policy areas.
0 Work closely with business and consumers to identify solutions.
O Ensure better and more accessible information on the environment for citi-
zens.
O Develop a more environmentally conscious attitude towards land use
The programme identifies four priority areas :
O Climate Change
O Nature and Biodiversity
O Environment and Health

00 Natural Resources and Waste
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The programme also sees the international issues and the international
dimensions of the four environmental priority areas. It calls on the new
members to fully apply the EU’s existing environmental legislations and pro-
motes a deepening of the dialogue with their administrations, environmental
NGOs and business communities. It strengthens the integration of environ-
mental aims into the EU’s external policies. And it respects the policy-mak-
ing based on participation and sound knowledge.

The Decision laying down the Sixth Community Environment Action
Programme was adopted by co-decision procedure on 22 July, 2002.

In the European Union, thirty years of environmental policy has led to
an end of building the EU environmental regime as a first steps. They have
recognized that the EU doesn’t have all competence to deal with any kinds
of environmental problems. In ten years, the EU will play a limited but indis-

pensable role in the european environmental governance.
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