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On July 27th Isaac Shapiro, Richard Lanier, Hugh Hardy, Shoji Sadao and

Jenny Dixon met with Mr. Kuroda of Keio University and Mr. Yamaki of Keio

Academy of New York. We met again on September 23rd with Dr. Miyake of
Keio and Mr. Shibayama from Taisei Construction Corp. who are the

contractors on the new School of Law project. At both meetings it was agreed
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that a completely new space having nothing to do with Shin Banraisha (SB)
would be an acceptable compromise rather than trying to reproduce it on the
3rd floor.

On both occasions we made a tape recording of our discussions and a Draft
Minutes of the Discussion was prepared for the record of the July 27th meeting.
The Draft states that the following conditions were made by the Foundation
for its participation on the project:

1. The new space must not be an imitation.

2. The new space must not be called the Noguchi Room.

3. The space must be an entirely new space, using some of the elements of

the Noguchi Room.

4 Tt is technically possible to make the space virtually identical in terms of
placement, lighting, columns, elevation, etc. However, the members of the
Foundation stated that this would not be appropriate.

Last month with our approval, the architect Kengo Kuma who is on the
architectural faculty of Keio was selected to design the new space. Mr. Kuma
is known for his contemporary minimalist design of buildings, and it was hoped
that he would design an appropriate new space on the 3rd floor of the School of
Law building which would have little relationship to the original SB. (9/3/2004)
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[BE# 2]
From: Bert Winther-Tamaki
To: JAHF@xxx
Sent: 2003/01/1212:18

Dear Friends,

In 2001, many of you signed a petition to support the preservation of the
sculptural plaza designed by Isamu Noguchi in Costa Mesa, California.
That effort was successful in improving the terms of the agreement that
was finally reached between the developing company which owns the
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property and the City Council of Costa Mesa. Now another important
site design by Isamu Noguchi is endangered. This time the Keio
University is planning to demolish the interior and adjoining sculpture
garden which Noguchi created in collaboration with the architect
Taniguchi Yoshiro on its campus in Tokyo in 1951. Please consider
adding your name to the petition below to be submitted to the president
of Keio University. Send your signature directly to sadao@noguchi.org
Shoji Sadao, Executive Director, The Isamu Noguchi Foundation, Inc.
Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

Bert Winther-Tamaki

Associate Professor Department of Art History University of California,
Irvine

(B3]

January 7, 2003

Dear Prof. Anzai:

It has come to our attention that Keio University is seriously
considering the demolition of Old Laboratory Bldg. 2 which houses the
“Shinbanraisha/Noguchi Room” and the sculpture garden that is
contiguous with the Noguchi Room. This facility was designed in 1951 in
a collaboration between the distinguished Japanese architect, Yoshiro
Taniguchi and the eminent Japanese-American sculptor, Isamu
Noguchi.

May we point out that the Noguchi Room and Sculpture Garden are of
tremendous art historical value having been constructed at a critical
period in the development of Modern Art in Japan. Coming out of a
devastating war with little to inspire or encourage their development, it
was an inspiration to a whole generation of architects and artists who
were only vaguely aware of the modern art movement in Europe and
America. The Noguchi Room together with the contiguous garden with
Noguchi’s sculpture “Mu” and “Wakai Hito” is an internationally
recognized masterpiece of post-war modern architecture and art in
Japan.

As members of the international community concerned with the arts
and its role in society we, the undersigned, support the Japanese efforts
to preserve this site-specific work of art as a monument to the spirit of
international cultural collaboration and respectfully urge that Keio
University not destroy its own cultural heritage by demolishing or
relocating this work of art.
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INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE TO PRESERVE SHINBANRAISHA
Shoji Sadao, Trustee of The Isamu Noguchi Foundation of Japan, Inc.
Richard Lanier, President of The Asian Cultural Council
Martin Friedman, Director Emeritus, The Walker Art Center
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February 13,2003

Dear Professor Anzai:

T want to thank you again for hosting such a pleasant lunch when Shoji
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Sadao, Tom Messer and I were in Tokyo in November.

At the most recent meeting of the Board of Trustees of The Isamu
Noguchi Foundation here in New York, we discussed the fact that Keio
was considering the possibility of demolishing Old Laboratory Building
2, on the ground floor of which is located the “Shinbanraisha/Noguchi
Room” and sculpture garden designed by Isamu Noguchi in
collaboration with Yoshiro Taniguchi. I am writing you now to share
some of the thoughts that my fellow board members and I have since
had on that subject.

As you may recall, when Messrs. Sadao, Messer and I were at Keio, Mr.
Yoshida very kindly took us to Shinbanraisha, where we were joined by
several of his colleagues who have been involved in discussions about
the demolition of the old building and perhaps moving the Noguchi
Room and the sculpture garden to another location in a new structure to
be erected on the site.

All of us at the Isamu Noguchi Foundation are well aware of the
difficulties involved in meeting the classroom and related space needs of
educational institutions today, especially those such as Keio that do not
have a great deal of room for physical expansion. We nevertheless
believe that, while seeking to fill these needs, it is of major importance to
preserve unique and historically important structures and cultural
works, thereby respecting and honoring the past.

I'’know that you and your colleagues appreciate the enormous aesthetic,
cultural and historical significance of Shinbanraisha and that you share
our concern that a practical solution be found that will preserve this
important cultural property and allow Isamu Noguchi’s creative genius
to remain a vital and inspiring part of student, academic and intellectual
life on campus. It is certainly one of Keio’s main cultural features and is
noted throughout the world as a splendid example of the university’s
commitment to providing the finest and most stimulating educational
environment possible.

It is our understanding that no final decision has yet been made as to
precisely how Noguchi’s room and adjacent garden may be incorporated
into plans for the proposed new building. We at the Isamu Noguchi
Foundation recommend that the situation be reviewed anew and that
the most careful thought and attention be given to the development of an
architectural solution that would allow the Noguchi room and garden to
remain intact where they are presently located. Given the abundance of
exceptionally talented architects and engineers in Japan, we are
confident that an exciting and imaginative alternative can be found to
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the Taisei plan so as to keep Noguchi’s remarkable achievement at Keio
intact and in situ, thereby preserving its artistic integrity and
simultaneously bringing immense credit to Keio as an institution.

As you know, works of art that are made for particular circumstances
and situations derive their real power and purpose from being perceived
in the places and in the ways that their creators originally intended.
This is especially true of Isamu Noguchi’s work. Our board feels very
strongly that moving or otherwise modifying the site-specific room and
garden Noguchi created especially and exclusively for the
Shinbanraisha would not only frustrate the artist’s intent but would also
have irreparable damage on a work that, in the course of the past five
decades, has come to be internationally regarded as a milestone in the
history and development of twentieth century art, not only in Japan but
inthe rest of the world.

Fortunately, Keio’s current expansion plans offer you and your
colleagues a rare chance to demonstrate that progress and preservation
are not antithetical but can go hand in hand for the mutual benefit of
both. Successfully combining those two elements in a single project is
admittedly not easy, but it is clearly in the best interest of all concerned.
For Keio, as one of the world’s preeminent educational institutions, has
both a special responsibility and a unique opportunity to achieve a
particularly happy conclusion to such a challenge by leaving Isamu
Noguchi’s brilliant work of art where he conceived and located it over
fifty years ago and where, thanks to your university’s enlightened
stewardship, it remains to this day for present and future generations to
admire and enjoy.

Sincerely yours,

THE ISAMU NOGUCHI FOUNDATION, INC.

Isaac Shapiro, President
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[E#11]
The Isamu Noguchi Foundation, Inc.
March 21, 2003

Dear Professor Anzai:

We have received your letter of March 3, 2003 concerning Keio
University’s proposed relocation of “Shinbanraisha”.

In the event that you and your colleagues at Keio may not already be
aware of it, I must point out that we have been advised that the Isamu
Noguchi Foundation, Inc. holds the copyright to Shinbanraisha as a
unique work of art that is fully protected under Japanese law. As a result,
no action of any kind can be initiated regarding the work without the
authorization of our Foundation, as the copyright holder. Because of the
board’s legal and ethical responsibility to preserve and safeguard
Noguchi’s artistic legacy, the Foundation is not in a position to grant
this authorization.

As I wrote in my letter of February 13, 2003: “Our board feels very
strongly that moving or otherwise modifying the site-specific room and
garden Noguchi created especially and exclusively for the Shinbanraisha
would not only frustrate the artist’s intent but would also have
irreparable damage on a work, that in the course of the past five
decades, has come to be internationally regarded as a milestone in the
history and development of twentieth century art, not only in Japan but
in the rest of the world”.

In view of these circumstances, I am sure that Keio will now want to
take all measures necessary to insure that Shinbanraisha remains intact
in its present location. Preserving Shinbanraisha and constructing a
new School of Law on Keio’s Mita campus are not mutually exclusive
goals. With the talent and ingenuity available to the University, we here
at the Foundation are confident that an appropriate solution can be
found that satisfies Keio’s-space needs while at the same time honoring
and preserving Noguchi’s priceless contribution to the aesthetic and
creative life of your distinguished institution.

Sincerely yours,

THE ISAMU NOGUCHI FOUNDATION, INC.

Isaac Shapiro, President

[E#t12]

The Isamu Noguchi Foundation, Inc

April 9, 2003
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Dear Professor Anzai. _

I would like to convey to you the results of the meeting that Shoji Sadao
and I had with Professor Yoshida on April 1st regarding Shinbanraisha.
Professor Yoshida presented drawings illustrating Keio’s position on
Shinbanraisha and the problems involved with moving the new building
away from Shinbanraisha as we have suggested. We are aware of the
adverse effect this move would have on your budget and schedule;
however ,the position of our Board is that the building designed by
Yoshiro Taniguchi and the Noguchi designed Shinbanraisha room and
its adjacent sculpture garden form a site-specific composition whose
artistic integrity would be compromised and destroyed if it were to be
moved. We are, therefore, still opposed to the revised plan as presented
to us by Professor Yoshida. We have given our Power of Attorney to the
copyright we hold on the work to a group in Japan of which you are
aware and, as we informed Professor Yoshida, further negotiations
regarding Shinbanraisha should be conducted with this Japanese group.
We still believe that with the architectural and engineering talent
available to Keio a viable solution acceptable to both sides can be found.
Sincerely Yours,

THE ISAMU NOGUCHI FOUNDATION, INC.

Isaac Shapiro

President

[&#t13]

September 17, 2003

Dear Professor Anzai.

You will find attached to this letter the text of a resolution adopted
unanimously by the Board of Trustees of Isamu Noguchi Foundation on
September 16, 2003.

I look forward to meeting Professor Kimijima next week here in New
York.

Sincerely yours,

THE ISAMU NOGUCHI FOUNDATION, INC

Isac Shapiro

President

Attachment

Resolved that,

The Isamu Noguchi Foundation (New York) remains strongly opposed
to the relocation of any portion of Shinbanraisha (Noguchi Room); is of
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the firm view that the Noguchi Room could and should be recreated on
its original site in its original form; that the feasibility of doing this has
not been adequately expired by the Keio University administration; that,
before any further steps are taken to relocate the Noguchi Room, a
feasibility study should be undertaken without delay, with the
participation of the Keio University administration, Taise Corporation,
the architects’ group in Japan headed by Professor Hanzawa and
representatives of the Taniguchi family; and that a Report containing
the results of such study be submitted to all interested parties promptly
after its completion, after which representatives of all parties should
meet a consensus on how to proceed.

[E#xt14]

SEMINAL WORK BY NOGUCHIAT TOKYO’S KEIO UNIVERSITY
ISDESTROYED

International Consortium of Arts, Architecture, and Preservation
Professionals
Had Been Establishes to Save Noguchi Room an Sculpture Garden

For Immediate Release, New York, New York, July 9, 2003--- The
Isamu Noguchi Foundation in New York learned last week that Tokyo’s
Keio University had proceeded with the dismantling of a site-specific
master piece of post-war art and architecture designed in 1952 by
Japanese-American sculptor Isamu Noguchi in collaboration with
architect Yoshiro Taniguchi. The action took place following an
unsuccessful lawsuit in Japan intended to block destruction of the work,
and despite ongoing strong protests by several parties, including the
Noguchi Foundations in New York and Japan, an international
consortium of professionals established to save the work, and professors
at Keio who had petitioned the University.

The work, known as Shin Banraisha ——set within a building of the
same name —— comprised a room and garden located on the ground
floor of a building at Keio University, in Tokyo. Designed in honor of
Noguchi’s farther, a prominent Japanese poet and instructor at Keio
University, it has been dismantled by the University as part of a plan to
expand its law school.

Isaac Shapiro, President of the Isamu Noguchi Foundation, New
York, states, “The Isamu Noguchi Foundation in New York was deeply
saddened to learn that Keio University had destroyed Shin Banraisha,
the internationally acclaimed artwork on its main campus in Tokyo. The
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site-specific work, with its extraordinary faculty room and garden, had
long been considered a milestone in twentieth-century Japanese culture
life. The Foundation repeatedly articulated to the University its position
that to alter Shin Banraisha in any manner would be to destroy it. As a
site-specific work of art, relocating or attempting to recreate it
elsewhere, as the University is now proposing, would inevitably change
its original concept as well as the relationships of its components, which
were carefully created by the artist and essential to the contemplative
nature of the room and garden. The destruction of Shin Banraisha is a
loss not only to the students and faculty of Keio University and the
Japanese public, but also to the international cultural community.”

Shoji Sadao,architect and Trustee and former Executive Director of
the Isamu Noguchi Foundation in the United States, comments, “Keio
University’s actions have deprived Tokyo’s urban landscape of a unique
haven of tranquility and incomparable beauty. We are inestimably
disappointed that the University, an institution dedicated to instilling in
its students a respect for creative effort, has not fulfilled its public trust
and preserved what is unquestionably one of the most important
structures on its campus.”

The Noguchi Room, together with the contiguous sculpture garden,
is internationally regarded as a milestone in the history of twentieth-
century art. It was one of three public works the artist created in 1951-
52, and the first interior by Noguchi to be realized anywhere. One of the
others, the Readers Digest Gardens, in Tokyo—— the artist’s first
realized garden——— was previously demolished. Another, comprising
two bridge hand-rails that are an integral part of Peace Park, in
Hiroshima, is the final remaining work in this landmark trio. It, too, is at
risk, from a proposal to widen the bridge.

The cultural and historical significance of Shin Banraisha is
profound. It was designed by Noguchi in collaboration with the
distinguished Japanese architect Yoshiro Taniguchi (father of Yoshio
Taniguchi, architect of The Museum of Modern Art’s renovation project
currently under construction in New York City) at a critical period in the
development of modern art in Japan: With the country recovering from
the devastation of war, with severely limited resources, Shin Banraisha
was a powerful symbol of post-war regeneration in Japan. Moreover, it
was the artistic and conceptual link to a monumental work by Noguchi
that is about to open in Sapporo, Japan.

Due to the fact that it was created for and aesthetically united with
its original location, reloading Shin Banraisha, as initially planned by
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the University, would gravely undermine its artistic integrity. Support
for preserving it in situled to the creation of an international Committee
to Preserve Shin Banraisha, with several hundred members. In addition
to the International Committee, the faculty of Keio University, including
that of the law school, which stands to benefit from the expansion,
circulated its own petition calling for the in situ preservation of Shin
Banraisha.

k ok 3k
For additional information, contact Jeanne Collins or Lucy O’Brien, at
Jeanne Collins & Associates, LLC, New York City, xxx
[E#t15]
I'would like to report the following developments on the Shin Banraisha
saga.

1. Richard Lanier has written a letter to Mr. Kuroda summarizing the
points discussed in our meeting of July 27th. The points he made in
his letter were: (i) We are opposed to reproducing Shin Banraisha
on the 3rd floor of the new building. If Keio seeks to reproduce the
room and garden anywhere other than in their initial location, the
Isamu Noguchi Foundation would have no choice but to publicly
disassociate itself from that effort, (ii) as we have been informed
that Keio has made a final decision not to rebuild on the original
site, we see an opportunity for some of the elements in Noguchi’s
design - the furniture, sculpture and perhaps the fireplace - to be
recombined in a fresh and creative space to be designed which
would be far more interesting and exciting than a mere copy, (iii) the
Noguchi Foundation remains prepared to collaborate with Keio in
arriving at an appropriate new design, provided we an reach prior
agreement on terms and conditions that will ensure that the
essence, not a reproduction, of Noguchi’s work can be preserved.

2. Mr. Kuroda has responded with no corrections or objections to
Richard’s summary. Its contents have been relayed to President
Anzai and to the Experts Committee.

3. Richard has been in telephone contact with Kengo Kuma and has
sent him a copy of his letter to Mr. Kuroda. Mr. Kuma supports our
position. He told Richard that Mr. Senda’s role is very important on
the Experts Committee. His opinion carries great weight with
President Anzai and others. Mr. Senda’s strong preference would
be to reproduce the Noguchi Room and Garden on the 3rd floor of
the new building. He may be flexible about the interior space, the
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Noguchi Room, but is particularly concerned about preserving the
basic character of the original “Taniguchi Building”.
4,Mr. Yoshida has instructed Taisei to send a representative or two to

New York to meet with the NY Foundation during the first two
weeks in September. I will, however, be leaving for Japan on
September 3rd and will return on the 12 th so

I may miss this meeting. Mr. Yoshida wanted Mr. Kuma to come too, but

he willbe in Venice for the Biennale.

Regards,

Shoji Sadao

[E#t16]

Date: Wed, 18 Aug 2004 09:51:57 -0400

Dear Messrs. Kawashima, Kawai and Sunakawa:

I have just spoken with Richard Lanier who was requested by Isaac
Shapiro, who is on vacation in England, to write a letter to Kuroda-riji on
behalf of all who attended the meeting on July 27 summarizing the points
we made. He will also ask for a copy of the tape recording. This letter will
be faxed today to President Anzai’s fax number (I don’t have Kuroda-
riji’s fax number) and also be mailed to him. I know you would I like to
receive a copy of this letter. I will try to get permission from Isaac
Shapiro for me to do so.

Richard Lanier will also be in touch with Kengo Kuma to explain the
past history of our position and the lack of any real effort by Keio to
discuss and negotiate in good faith with us.

Sincerely, Shoji Sadao

[&E¥t17]

Greetings,

This e-mail is to follow up on my telephone call to each of you regarding
the meeting with Kuroda-riji who was accompanied by Koji Yamaki,
manager of Keio Academy here in Purchase, New York. On our side the
attendees were Ike Shapiro, Richard Lanier, Hugh Hardy, Bonnie
Rychlak and myself. A tape recording of the meeting was made by
Kuroda-riji.

As I relayed to each of you, the advice of the Noguchi Foundation was to
state clearly that we are not in favor of Shin Banraisha being reproduced
on the 3 rd floor of the new building. We would like Keio to design an
entirely new space that has no relationship to Shin Banraisha. We have
no objection to individual works of art like the sculpture, terra cotta wall
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and furniture being displayed in the new space or even having a garden
on the roof, but these spaces should be designed without regard to the
original orientation of the Noguchi Room and Sculpture Garden. We
stated that the new space should be designed from a fresh point of view;
it should respond to the space and structure generated by the new
building and look to the future needs of Keio.
Kuroda-riji will now go back to Tokyo and discuss our position with a
committee of experts who will be advising Keio on Shin Banraisha.
These experts are.
Kazuo Yoshida, Vice President, Keio
Mitsuru Senda, Professor, Tokyo Institute of Technology
Hirotada Kurokawa, Professor, Sculptor, Musashino College of Art &
Design
Kengo Kuma, Professor, Faculty of Science and Technology, Keio
Riichi Miyake, Professor, Faculty of Environmental Information, Keio
Yasushi Ikeda, Assoc. Professor, Faculty of Environmental
Information, Keio
Yoshihide Konno, Director, Dept. of Facilities Management, Keio
Masaru Yanome, Manager, Dept. of Facilities Management
(Shinanomachi), Keio
Yasuo Nakauchi, Japan Association for Conservation of Architectural
Monuments
Takanon Ichikawa, Design Division, Architectural Design Group,
Taisei Corp.
It has been a long struggle, and I would like to thank all of you for your
support. However, it is still not over as we do not know what the expert
committee will recommend. If any of you have any contact with any of
the above committee members I hope you will lobby them to be sure our
recommendations are followed.
As I do not have the e-mail address of Aoki-san, Sunakawa-san or
Hanzawa-san please send this message to them. Also, please send my
special message to Aoki-san for the safe and rapid recovery of his wife
from her illness.
With much gratitude,
Shoji Sadao
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