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Looking for Noriyoshi Ohrai.
Creation of "Ohrai-Collection" by Miyazaki Art Center

Tatsuya Ishida

Mario Kumekawa

This paper is written by the co-authors, Tatsuya Ishida,
President of Miyazaki Bunka Hompo, and Mario Kumekawa,
Vice-Director of the KUAC. Miyazaki Bunka Hompo is a
Specified Nonprofit Organization (NPO), which operates a
cultural facility like "Miyazaki Art Center" with exhibition space,
play space and learning space in Miyazaki City. Kumekawa has
been an external evaluator of this "Miyazaki Art Center" since
2015 and has been involved in the position to receive
consultation about the operation of facilities and corporations.

Meanwhile, Kumekawa came to know an extremely interesting



case of the art-archive that accumulates records of art creation.
That is the process of discovering, restoring, exhibiting and
preserving original pictures of posters by Mr. Noriyoshi Ohrai,
an illustrator living in Miyazaki City. Mr. Ohrai himself, who
studied oil painting at Tokyo National University of Fine Arts
does not regard “original" of the posters as "art work".
Therefore, the original pictures were literally "decayed" in his
storeroom. However, there were many original paintings of an
highly popular series well known through the world such as
"Godzilla" or "Star Wars". It is those famous posters of which
many enthusiastic fans still exist both throughout Japan and the
world. Having restored them and having conducted larger-scale
exhibition three times, Miyazaki Ace Center is proposing to
public institutions such as Miyazaki City, Miyazaki Prefecture,
and the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology of Japan to save "the Ohrai-Collection" as a cultural
property and to manage it. This paper aims to report the process
of giving new value to the group of original pictures, which were
not originally created as "arts", and producing what can be called
“cultural properties” .

At first, Ishida was going to hold an exhibition of the works by
Mr. Ohrai only once, but he has decided to hold the exhibition in
three separate occasions, because there are too many
undisclosed works. In the second exhibition "Noriyoshi Ohrai II.
Memorial Corridor" (2015), he focused on the works painted in
the first half of his career from 1966 when Mr. Ohrai started
drawing illustrations to 1994. In the third exhibition "Noriyoshi
Ohrai I, THE LAST ODYSSEY" (2016), Ishida exhibited mainly
the works drawn from 1985 to the later years. The works of Mr.
Ohrai, who has been handling over 100 books per year in his
prime and drew at least 3,000 works in his lifetime, are still
wrapped in veil. There are about 2,600 works remaining in
Miyazaki, but there are also many lost works.

Such activities of Miyazaki Art Center can be said to be
extremely remarkable successes as a NPO in a local city. In fact,
the Miyazaki Art Center has about 10 groups of visiting teams
visited by municipalities nationwide every year, trying to learn
their experiences and methods, the success of the center will

give every NPOs a large number of hints for cultural activities.
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