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The aim of the project funded by this grant was to examine in greater depth the literary and
linguistic perspectives during the French transition period before and after the Second World War,
focusing on the three writers Giraudoux, Sartre and Blanchot, using as subsidiary lines the
question of rhetoric and terror linked to the uncertainty of language as presented by Jean Paulhan.
The specific result of the project is the organization of the international colloquium "Rhetoric and
terror: Giraudoux/Sartre/Blanchot", sponsored by the Association japonaise de langue et littérature
francaises and co-sponsored by the Maison franco-japonaise (14 and 15 October 2023, at the
Maison franco-japonaise). The principal researcher and co-researcher, as well as Professor Nao
Sawada of Rikkyo University, Visiting Professor Vincent Blancourt of Keio University, and
Professor Kai Gohara of the University of Tokyo, have been involved in the preparation and
organization of the symposium from the planning stage as members of its committee. The
symposium included a group of French specialists in Giraudoux, Sartre, and Blanchot - André Job
(honorary professor at the classes prépas aux Grandes Ecoles), Gilles Philippe (professor at the
University of Lausanne), Christophe Bident (professor at the University of Picardy) - and nine
Japanese speakers. There were lively discussions during the symposium from a variety of
viewpoints. In his presentation, Tsukiyama focused on the position of the nineteenth-century poet
Lautréamont in Maurice Blanchot's literary journals, comparing it with the reading of Lautreamont
by the Surrealists, and demonstrating that a new vision of the novel was developed at this time.
Ichikawa started by examining Blanchot's use of the term 'terror' in both senses and then, while
reviewing points of contact with modern thinkers, proposed the hypothesis that Blanchot's concept
of language is a paradoxical language that holds the inexpressible. The colloquium's proceedings -
published by Suiseisha in March 2024 - were accepted by the Maison Franco-Japanese to be
included in its book series. A French version is also planned.
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The aim of the project funded by this grant was to examine in greater depth the literary and linguistic
perspectives during the French transition period before and after the Second World War, focusing on the three
writers Giraudoux, Sartre and Blanchot, using as subsidiary lines the question of rhetoric and terror linked to
the uncertainty of language as presented by Jean Paulhan. The specific result of the project is the organization
of the international colloquium "Rhetoric and terror: Giraudoux/Sartre/Blanchot", sponsored by the Association
japonaise de langue et littérature frangaises and co-sponsored by the Maison franco-japonaise (14 and 15
October 2023, at the Maison franco-japonaise). The principal researcher and co-researcher, as well as
Professor Nao Sawada of Rikkyo University, Visiting Professor Vincent Blancourt of Keio University, and
Professor Kai Gohara of the University of Tokyo, have been involved in the preparation and organization of the
symposium from the planning stage as members of its committee. The symposium included a group of French
specialists in Giraudoux, Sartre, and Blanchot - André Job (honorary professor at the classes prépas aux
Grandes Ecoles), Gilles Philippe (professor at the University of Lausanne), Christophe Bident (professor at the
University of Picardy) - and nine Japanese speakers. There were lively discussions during the symposium from a
variety of viewpoints. In his presentation, Tsukiyama focused on the position of the nineteenth-century poet
Lautréamont in Maurice Blanchot's literary journals, comparing it with the reading of Lautreamont by the
Surrealists, and demonstrating that a new vision of the novel was developed at this time. Ichikawa started by
examining Blanchot's use of the term 'terror' in both senses and then, while reviewing points of contact with
modern thinkers, proposed the hypothesis that Blanchot's concept of language is a paradoxical language that
holds the inexpressible. The colloquium's proceedings - published by Suiseisha in March 2024 - were accepted
by the Maison Franco-Japanese to be included in its book series. A French version is also planned.
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