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In the second year of this research project, | continued to collect and categorize examples of group
representations from the mid-Heian to Kamakura periods, and to conduct field research and study
some of them individually. In the list of examples, the first thing that caught my attention was the
similarity between the statue of Worshipping Bodhisattvas on Clouds in the Byodo-in Phoenix Hall
by the great sculptor Jocho in the late Heian period and the Votive Tile (Senbutsu) in the Nara
period. Considering the importance of classical learning in Jocho's Buddhist sculpture, it can be
assumed that the concept of the statue of worshipping bodhisattvas on clouds was based on the
interior of the hall during the Nara period, which was decorated with a votive tile (senbutsu).
Another post-medieval example that caught our attention was a statue with a portable shrine.
These statues often have group representations preserved in the portable shrine in good condition,
making it easier to consider issues related to the subject matter.

As for individual examples, | studied the statue of the Eight Attendants of Fudo Myo'o (Skt.
Acalanatha) by Unkei of the Kamakura period. While re-examining the innovations in group
representation, | also looked at the Fudo Myo'o statues together and found that there are contrasts
in expression and technique between the Fudo Myo'o and the Eight Attendants statues that seem
to reflect the character of the statues.

This research project has confirmed that there is still much room to actively evaluate Buddhist
sculpture from the perspective of group representation. In the future, | would like to add further
considerations while improving the accuracy of the data | have collected.
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In the second year of this research project, | continued to collect and categorize examples of group
representations from the mid-Heian to Kamakura periods, and to conduct field research and study some off
them individually. In the list of examples, the first thing that caught my attention was the similarity between the
statue of Worshipping Bodhisattvas on Clouds in the Byodo-in Phoenix Hall by the great sculptor Jocho in the
late Heian period and the Votive Tile (Senbutsu) in the Nara period. Considering the importance of classical
learning in Jocho's Buddhist sculpture, it can be assumed that the concept of the statue of worshipping
bodhisattvas on clouds was based on the interior of the hall during the Nara period, which was decorated with
a votive tile (senbutsu). Another post-medieval example that caught our attention was a statue with a portable
shrine. These statues often have group representations preserved in the portable shrine in good condition,
making it easier to consider issues related to the subject matter.
As for individual examples, | studied the statue of the Eight Attendants of Fudo Myo'o (Skt. Acalanatha) by
Unkei of the Kamakura period. While re-examining the innovations in group representation, | also looked at the
Fudo Myo'o statues together and found that there are contrasts in expression and technique between the Fudo
Myo'o and the Eight Attendants statues that seem to reflect the character of the statues.
This research project has confirmed that there is still much room to actively evaluate Buddhist sculpture from
the perspective of group representation. In the future, | would like to add further considerations while
improving the accuracy of the data | have collected.
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