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This research project examines the relationship between land reform and rural economies in
Northeast China. It also attempts to clarify the continuities and discontinuities of local society. This
short report could be divided into three sections: (1) current work, (2) fieldwork, and (3) future
directions. This research is a continuation of the research topic from the FY 2021.

(1) Current work: organizing historical documents.

The primary historical documents for this project are local newspapers from Northeastern China,
which were rarely explored in the past. These historical documents, containing numerous
information on villages affairs and CCP policy, allow us to study rural society from a community-
based perspective. The applicant has collected relevant local newspapers at the National Library of
China as well as local libraries in Northeast China for several years. In FY2023, the applicant spent
most of time in organizing, cataloguing and categorizing collected articles.

(2) Fieldwork

In FY2023, the applicant conducted new archival research and collection at the National Library of
China and local libraries in Northeast China. And then, the applicant also visited the research
village and conducted interviews with the farmers.

(3) Future directions

It will be necessary to continue organizing previously gathered local newspapers. Further analysis
based on these unique historical materials, combined with the local documents the applicant
expected to find in the following fieldwork, will significantly improve our understanding of rural
society and modern China. For these reasons, the applicant would want to continue our research
in Northeast China and make the most effort in categorizing collected data and started analyzing
them.
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This research project examines the relationship between land reform and rural economies in Northeast China.
It also attempts to clarify the continuities and discontinuities of local society. This short report could be divided
into three sections: (1) current work, (2) fieldwork, and (3) future directions. This research is a continuation off
the research topic from the FY 2021.

(1) Current work: organizing historical documents.

The primary historical documents for this project are local newspapers from Northeastern China, which were
rarely explored in the past. These historical documents, containing numerous information on villages affairs and
CCP policy, allow us to study rural society from a community-based perspective. The applicant has collected
relevant local newspapers at the National Library of China as well as local libraries in Northeast China for
several years. In FY2023, the applicant spent most of time in organizing, cataloguing and categorizing collected
articles.

(2) Fieldwork

In FY2023, the applicant conducted new archival research and collection at the National Library of China and
local libraries in Northeast China. And then, the applicant also visited the research village and conducted
interviews with the farmers.

(3) Future directions

It will be necessary to continue organizing previously gathered local newspapers. Further analysis based on
these unique historical materials, combined with the local documents the applicant expected to find in the
following fieldwork, will significantly improve our understanding of rural society and modern China. For these
reasons, the applicant would want to continue our research in Northeast China and make the most effort in
categorizing collected data and started analyzing them.
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