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The Sone & Chujo, Architects, established by Tatsuzo Sone and Seiichiro Chujo, is said to be the
largest and best private architectural firm in the prewar Japan. The Keio University Library,
completed in 1912, is considered the firm's masterpiece. Seven buildings designed by the firm,
including the library, are still in existence at Keio. Traditionally, attention has focused only on the
artistic and architectural historical value of these buildings as modern Western architecture.

This study (1) expands the scope of research to include all buildings designed by the firm related to
Keio, and confirms that there are more than 30 works by the firm, the first of which was completed
in 1909, and that some of these works were previously unknown to the public. It was also
confirmed that the lineage of architects who worked on Keio's buildings before Sone and Chujo,
Architects can be traced back to Katsuya Yasuoka, Daigoro Kanasugi, and Jukichi Fujimoto.

(2) The Architectural Principles of the Sone & Chujo, Architects had an ideological affinity with Keio
University, which was founded by Yukichi Fukuzawa, a former shogunate vassal who wanted to
compete with government schools as a private institution. The study also revealed that Keio's
ideology was oriented toward the pursuit of rationality in accordance with the actual conditions of
users, avoiding the authoritative appearance and layouts seen in government schools.

The results of this research were publicized in the exhibition "Sone & Chujo, Architects and Keio
University" held at the Keio History Museum (June 27-September 2, October 19-December 16 of
2023), and published in a catalogue.
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The Sone & Chujo, Architects, established by Tatsuzo Sone and Seiichiro Chujo, is said to be the largest
and best private architectural firm in the prewar Japan. The Keio University Library, completed in 1912, is
considered the firm's masterpiece. Seven buildings designed by the firm, including the library, are still in
existence at Keio. Traditionally, attention has focused only on the artistic and architectural historical value of]
these buildings as modern Western architecture.

This study (1) expands the scope of research to include all buildings designed by the firm related to Keio,
and confirms that there are more than 30 works by the firm, the first of which was completed in 1909, and that
some of these works were previously unknown to the public. It was also confirmed that the lineage of architects
who worked on Keio's buildings before Sone and Chujo, Architects can be traced back to Katsuya Yasuoka,
Daigoro Kanasugi, and Jukichi Fujimoto.

(2) The Architectural Principles of the Sone & Chujo, Architects had an ideological affinity with Keio
University, which was founded by Yukichi Fukuzawa, a former shogunate vassal who wanted to compete with
government schools as a private institution. The study also revealed that Keio's ideology was oriented toward
the pursuit of rationality in accordance with the actual conditions of users, avoiding the authoritative
appearance and layouts seen in government schools.

The results of this research were publicized in the exhibition "Sone & Chujo, Architects and Keio University"
held at the Keio History Museum (June 27-September 2, October 19-December 16 of 2023), and published in
a catalogue.
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