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This project aimed to analyse colour and decoration of books published by the two earliest printing
shops active in Mainz in the latter half of the fifteenth century, the printing shop that issued the
Gutenberg Bible (the 42-line Bible) and that run by Johann Fust and Peter Schoffer.

As planned, the copy of the Gutenberg Bible kept at the City Library of Trier was analysed.
Through a thorough examination of its hand-painted illuminations, decorative initials, and hand-
written rubrics, | was able to identify the illuminators and demonstrate that the copy was once
owned by Fust and Schoffer’s printing shop. | am preparing to submit an article detailing the results
of this study to an international journal of bibliography. (Due to the shortage of this funding, this
project was fully funded by a different grant.)

| also analysed the changing use of colour and decoration in Fust and Schoéffer’s printing shop over
the nearly fifty years of its activity. Through the analysis | was able to show that in the early period,
the shop experimented with various methods to produce multi-coloured products, but in later works
the publishers attempted to balance between quality and efficiency while accommodating the
demands of the market, mainly by reducing colours. It also became clear that the shop continued
to prepare multi-coloured books for those genres that envisaged relatively conservative groups of
buyers, such as large-sized liturgical books. The results of this study are expected to be published
in a collected volume to be published from Birill.

Furthermore, in order to find out what kinds of blue inks were used by Fust and Schoffer’s shop, |
requested the Cambridge University Library an ink analysis of some of the Fust-Schoffer
publications. Indigo, azurite, and ultramarine were detected in the course of the analysis. The
results were discussed with the Cambridge team as well as a specialist of printing inks, but it was
not possible to achieve a consensus on how to interpret the results. More examination is needed to
fully understand what kinds of blue ink were used by Fust and Schéffer and how. (Due to the
shortage of this funding, this project was partly funded by a different funding.)
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This project aimed to analyse colour and decoration of books published by the two earliest printing shops
active in Mainz in the latter half of the fifteenth century, the printing shop that issued the Gutenberg Bible (the
42-line Bible) and that run by Johann Fust and Peter Schoffer.
As planned, the copy of the Gutenberg Bible kept at the City Library of Trier was analysed. Through a thorough
examination of its hand-painted illuminations, decorative initials, and hand-written rubrics, | was able to
identify the illuminators and demonstrate that the copy was once owned by Fust and Schéffer’ s printing shop.
| am preparing to submit an article detailing the results of this study to an international journal of bibliography.
(Due to the shortage of this funding, this project was fully funded by a different grant.)
| also analysed the changing use of colour and decoration in Fust and Schéffer’ s printing shop over the nearly,
fifty years of its activity. Through the analysis | was able to show that in the early period, the shop experimented
with various methods to produce multi-coloured products, but in later works the publishers attempted to
balance between quality and efficiency while accommodating the demands of the market, mainly by reducing
colours. It also became clear that the shop continued to prepare multi-coloured books for those genres that
envisaged relatively conservative groups of buyers, such as large-sized liturgical books. The results of this study|
are expected to be published in a collected volume to be published from Brill.
Furthermore, in order to find out what kinds of blue inks were used by Fust and Schéffer’ s shop, | requested
the Cambridge University Library an ink analysis of some of the Fust-Schoffer publications. Indigo, azurite, and
ultramarine were detected in the course of the analysis. The results were discussed with the Cambridge team
as well as a specialist of printing inks, but it was not possible to achieve a consensus on how to interpret the
results. More examination is needed to fully understand what kinds of blue ink were used by Fust and Schéffer
and how. (Due to the shortage of this funding, this project was partly funded by a different funding.)
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