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Focusing on the parent community efforts of Mary Cowhey, a former elementary school teacher in
the United States, this study sought to identify the mechanisms of exclusion that operate when
local (especially marginalized) parents attempt to become involved in schooling, and the
possibilities for overcoming them. A summary of the study is presented below.

Cowhey specifically approached the difficulties experienced by non-native English-speaking
immigrant parents in schools. He found that parents were confused by the differences in
educational methods they had experienced during their upbringing, biases in membership and
language use, and PTSD from having survived abuse and violence. Cowhey worked with parents
and community members from diverse cultural backgrounds to address these issues in a
grassroots voluntary community organization of multicultural low-income families, including
immigrants and people of color, called Families with Power (FWP). As one of the concrete results
of their efforts to reach out to schools, they participated in school PTO with Cowhey, and
developed an inclusiveness checklist for school events.

It seems that Cowhey's presence as an advocate for stepping out of the so-called comfort zone
was essential to these activities.

It is future task to submit a paper discussing the significance of the above efforts from multiple
perspectives, such as academic achievement, multiculturalism, and recovery from trauma.

As a byproduct of the survey of the "Funds of Knowledge" approach, a framework that influenced
Cowhey's efforts described above, a critical successor, "Funds of Identity," was developed. The
significance and potential for curriculum development of the "Funds of Identity" approach has been
the subject of an article submitted to the Journal of National Association for the Study of
Educational Methods for publication.
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2. MAMREBEOBE (ER)
Focusing on the parent community efforts of Mary Cowhey, a former elementary school teacher in the United
States, this study sought to identify the mechanisms of exclusion that operate when local (especially]
marginalized) parents attempt to become involved in schooling, and the possibilities for overcoming them. A
summary of the study is presented below.
Cowhey specifically approached the difficulties experienced by non-native English-speaking immigrant parents
in schools. He found that parents were confused by the differences in educational methods they had
experienced during their upbringing, biases in membership and language use, and PTSD from having survived
abuse and violence. Cowhey worked with parents and community members from diverse cultural backgrounds
to address these issues in a grassroots voluntary community organization of multicultural low-income families,
including immigrants and people of color, called Families with Power (FWP). As one of the concrete results off
their efforts to reach out to schools, they participated in school PTO with Cowhey, and developed an
inclusiveness checklist for school events.
It seems that Cowhey's presence as an advocate for stepping out of the so-called comfort zone was essential to
these activities.
It is future task to submit a paper discussing the significance of the above efforts from multiple perspectives,
such as academic achievement, multiculturalism, and recovery from trauma.
As a byproduct of the survey of the "Funds of Knowledge" approach, a framework that influenced Cowhey's
efforts described above, a critical successor, "Funds of Identity," was developed. The significance and potential
for curriculum development of the "Funds of Identity" approach has been the subject of an article submitted to
the Journal of National Association for the Study of Educational Methods for publication.
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