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This is an ethnographic study of a daycare center, Komatsudani Hoikuen, in Kyoto, and of a
preschool, Madoka Yochien, in Tokyo. The research question is straightforward: “What has been
changed or not changed over the last 20 years, from 2002 to 2022, at Komatsudani Hoikuen
(daycare center) and Madoka Yochien (preschool)?”

Komatsudani Hoikuen and Madoka Yochien are both preschools featured in Preschool in Three
Cultures Studies (1989 & 2009). Preschool in Three Cultures Revisited (Tobin, Hsueh, &
Karasawa, 2009) focused on continuity and change in early childhood education systems in three
countries over a period of twenty years from 1982 to 2002. This study, Preschool in Three Eras in
Japan, is similar in many ways but has two important differences: One, this study focuses on only
Japanese preschool. Two, this study is going to look at three eras, three eras comparisons, rather
than two time periods.

The research team in 1982 and 2002 made videos showing typical days in preschool classrooms.
This study will add one more video, in 2022, then conduct interviews using these videos shot in
three different eras. This study is also a visual ethnography of preschool from a long-term
perspective and as such, it will be a very important archive of Japanese preschools.

This is a two-year planed research project. During the second year, | finished editing the Madoka
Yochien footage and conducted the interviews using that edited video with the teachers at Madoka
Yochien. From those interviews at Komatsudani Hoikuen and Madoka Yochien, I've found that
there is a great continuity in terms of practices. | presented the preliminary findings from this
research project at the 29th Reconceptualising Early Childhood Education Conference held in the
UK and the 12th KSECE International Conference Presidential Invited Talk held in Korea in
September. | conducted the interviews using those two videos | edited with the preschool teachers
in Niigata prefecture in January and in Arizona (USA) in March 2024. Next steps would be | am
planning to finish transcribing all interviews | conducted, work on data analysis, then start writing




articles.
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Preschool in Three Eras in Japan: 1982, 2002, and 2022
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This is an ethnographic study of a daycare center, Komatsudani Hoikuen, in Kyoto, and of a preschool, Madoka
Yochien, in Tokyo. The research question is straightforward: “What has been changed or not changed over the
last 20 years, from 2002 to 2022, at Komatsudani Hoikuen (daycare center) and Madoka Yochien
(preschool)?”

Komatsudani Hoikuen and Madoka Yochien are both preschools featured in Preschool in Three Cultures
Studies (1989 & 2009). Preschool in Three Cultures Revisited (Tobin, Hsueh, & Karasawa, 2009) focused on
continuity and change in early childhood education systems in three countries over a period of twenty years
from 1982 to 2002. This study, Preschool in Three Eras in Japan, is similar in many ways but has two important
differences: One, this study focuses on only Japanese preschool. Two, this study is going to look at three eras,
three eras comparisons, rather than two time periods.

The research team in 1982 and 2002 made videos showing typical days in preschool classrooms. This study
will add one more video, in 2022, then conduct interviews using these videos shot in three different eras. This
study is also a visual ethnography of preschool from a long-term perspective and as such, it will be a very
important archive of Japanese preschools.

This is a two-year planed research project. During the second year, | finished editing the Madoka Yochien
footage and conducted the interviews using that edited video with the teachers at Madoka Yochien. From
those interviews at Komatsudani Hoikuen and Madoka Yochien, I’ ve found that there is a great continuity in
terms of practices. | presented the preliminary findings from this research project at the 29th
Reconceptualising Early Childhood Education Conference held in the UK and the 12th KSECE International
Conference Presidential Invited Talk held in Korea in September. | conducted the interviews using those two
videos | edited with the preschool teachers in Niigata prefecture in January and in Arizona (USA) in March
2024. Next steps would be | am planning to finish transcribing all interviews | conducted, work on data analysis,
then start writing articles.
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