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This study examines the formulation of the immigration policy and the reaction of the civil society in
Spain, a country that went from being a migrant-sending nation to an immigrant-receiving one in
the 2000s. The aim of this study is to explore the perceptions of immigrants in civil society,
analyzing the radicalizing effects of regionalist movements in Spain and the trends of far-right
forces in recent years.

At the time of this study, far-right parties in Spain conducted election campaigns for local elections
that included anti-immigration rhetoric, while increasing their vote share in some regions. However,
interviews conducted under this research with people who voted for such parties indicate that they
are not particularly opposed to immigrants living in their district, as long as it does not affect their
lives. Furthermore, when the lef-twing government in the municipality where they live decided to
build public housing for low-income people, in particular the Romani people and other people with
disabilities, it was met with fierce opposition. In the end, the far-right, which opposed such
construction, gained more votes, resulting in the change of government.

The analysis of this case indicates that voting behavior was focused more on whether someone
loosely shared the same values and did not threaten the comfort zone they had acquired, rather
than whether they were immigrants or not.

This research project is an ongoing project of on-site collection of materials and interview surveys
to be conducted over a period of two years (2023-24).
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2. MAKRREEOHE (F:R)

This study examines the formulation of the immigration policy and the reaction of the civil society in Spain, a
country that went from being a migrant-sending nation to an immigrant-receiving one in the 2000s. The aim of]
this study is to explore the perceptions of immigrants in civil society, analyzing the radicalizing effects of]
regionalist movements in Spain and the trends of far-right forces in recent years.

At the time of this study, far-right parties in Spain conducted election campaigns for local elections that
included anti-immigration rhetoric, while increasing their vote share in some regions. However, interviews
conducted under this research with people who voted for such parties indicate that they are not particularly
opposed to immigrants living in their district, as long as it does not affect their lives. Furthermore, when the left-
wing government in the municipality where they live decided to build public housing for low-income people, in
particular the Romani people and other people with disabilities, it was met with fierce opposition. In the end,
the far-right, which opposed such construction, gained more votes, resulting in the change of government.

The analysis of this case indicates that voting behavior was focused more on whether someone loosely shared
the same values and did not threaten the comfort zone they had acquired, rather than whether they were
immigrants or not.

This research project is an ongoing project of on-site collection of materials and interview surveys to be
conducted over a period of two years (2023-24).

3. AWEHREICET R

RRER | RBRE s
£ £ RFEMELA (BB
(BE - | EEBs- (EBRITr - BEZSR) FAER -
AEE) | HE) 5
FHEER)
REREZ | (BREA | EREHRE (21> BEOOME - N - B - RECOBRAEXS]  |202349
< A
3 ‘&
W &R
A Vit
2]




