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The purpose of this study was to explore the potential of Yasunari Kawabata's works as learning
materials. As a result, this study showed that Kawabata’s works have potential to be good leaning
materials. The contents of the study are as follows.
Curriculum development and implementation (Target: 1st year Senior High school students, 3 units
in total)
1) November/December: "Walking around SFC and writing an essay on 'beautiful things
(Yasunari Kawabata, "The Existence and Discovery of Beauty"), 6 hours
After externalizing the students' concept of "beautiful things" using a constructivist worksheet, the
students walked around SFC, discovered and interpreted "beautiful things" on their own, and wrote
essays. Before and after writing the essay, students read "The Existence and Discovery of Beauty"
by Yasunari Kawabata, and learned Kawabata's views and ideas on the concept of "beautiful
things" and his way of expression through discussion.
2) January/February: "Writing a essay on "Diary of My Sixteenth Year" (Yasunari Kawabata, "Diary
of My Sixteenth Year") 5 hours
The "Diary of My Sixteenth Year" is a diary written by Kawabata at the age of 14 about his daily
care for his bedridden grandfather, to which Kawabata added postscripts and notes at the age of
26. The work allows for students to think in diverse ways not only as it deals with issues such as
bioethics and young caregivers but also through its psychological portrayal and the unique textual
expression of a diary (or a work based on a diary). The students not only read the work through
discussion, but also created questions about the work, eventually writing a "Diary of My Sixteenth
Year" essay.
3) March: "Thinking about 'living' from 'Diary of a Sixteen-Year-OId"™ (joint class of Japanese
language and social studies), 2 hours
Based on the unit 2), we collaborated with Ms. Tomoko Kanasugi, a social studies lecturer at the
school and professor at Musashino University, to conduct a fusion-curriculum class that aimed to
deepen students' views and ideas about nursing care, life, and how to live as a human being,




starting from the reading of "Diary of My Sixteenth Year" from a cross-curricular perspective.
Observations

November 22 and 23: Visited the Kawabata Literature Memorial Hall and historical sites related to
Yasunari Kawabata in Osaka Prefecture.

The tour was especially focused on the areas related to Kawabata in the early period of his life,
and provided suggestions for building this practice.
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Exploring the Potential of Yasunari Kawabata's Works as Learning Materials
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The purpose of this study was to explore the potential of Yasunari Kawabata's works as learning materials. As a
result, this study showed that Kawabata’ s works have potential to be good leaning materials. The contents of]
the study are as follows.

Curriculum development and implementation (Target: 1st year Senior High school students, 3 units in total)

1) November/December: "Walking around SFC and writing an essay on 'beautiful things™ (Yasunari Kawabata,
"The Existence and Discovery of Beauty"), 6 hours

After externalizing the students' concept of "beautiful things" using a constructivist worksheet, the students
walked around SFC, discovered and interpreted "beautiful things" on their own, and wrote essays. Before and
after writing the essay, students read "The Existence and Discovery of Beauty" by Yasunari Kawabata, and
learned Kawabata's views and ideas on the concept of "beautiful things" and his way of expression through
discussion.

2) January/February: "Writing a essay on "Diary of My Sixteenth Year" (Yasunari Kawabata, "Diary of My
Sixteenth Year") 5 hours

The "Diary of My Sixteenth Year" is a diary written by Kawabata at the age of 14 about his daily care for his
bedridden grandfather, to which Kawabata added postscripts and notes at the age of 26. The work allows for
students to think in diverse ways not only as it deals with issues such as bioethics and young caregivers but also
through its psychological portrayal and the unique textual expression of a diary (or a work based on a diary).
The students not only read the work through discussion, but also created questions about the work, eventually
writing a "Diary of My Sixteenth Year" essay.

3) March: "Thinking about 'living' from 'Diary of a Sixteen-Year-OId" (joint class of Japanese language and social
studies), 2 hours

Based on the unit 2), we collaborated with Ms. Tomoko Kanasugi, a social studies lecturer at the school and
professor at Musashino University, to conduct a fusion-curriculum class that aimed to deepen students' views
and ideas about nursing care, life, and how to live as a human being, starting from the reading of "Diary of My
Sixteenth Year" from a cross-curricular perspective.

Observations

November 22 and 23: Visited the Kawabata Literature Memorial Hall and historical sites related to Yasunari
Kawabata in Osaka Prefecture.

The tour was especially focused on the areas related to Kawabata in the early period of his life, and provided




lsuggestions for building this practice.
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