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In the fiscal year 2023, | spent the summer months (July and August) in Mexico, where | examined
the conservation management of historic buildings from the colonial period onward in five regions:
Mexico City, Oaxaca, Mérida, San Miguel de Allende, and Puebla. My focus was particularly on
religious buildings in each region, and | confirmed that their preservation conditions vary according
to their usage. Most of the churches and monasteries that are well-preserved primarily function as
religious facilities. In Puebla's historic district, the churches and monasteries serve as significant
tourist attractions too, as evidenced by the well-established guided paths and informational panels
for visitors. In contrast, in other tourist cities like Oaxaca and San Miguel de Allende, although the
number of visitors—beyond worshippers—seems considerable, there are relatively few awareness
prompts or explanatory panels, especially indoors. This suggests that the strategies for leveraging
heritage as tourist resources differ across regions.

Furthermore, in villages around Mérida, although buildings registered as cultural heritage with the
Mexican National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH) were observed, they tended to
maintain only the minimum necessary space for religious purposes (such as chapels) in good
condition, while other parts fell into ruin. This indicates that the conservation management of
historic buildings requires not only recognition of their value as cultural heritage but also a demand
sufficient to prevent damage or loss of the structures.

In order to understand the transition of the meaning and value of the pre-Hispanic and post-
colonial heritage in modern Mexican society, | first examined the materials conserved in the
Historical Archive of the National Museum of Anthropology, related to the founding of the Museum,
in order to confirm the differences in the concepts and exhibition methods of archaeological and
ethnographic exhibitions. The study have helped me to understand how the meaning and value of
the pre-Hispanic heritage and the post-colonial heritage have transited in 20th century society and
also how the dissemination of pre-Hispanic heritage has come to be considered more important.
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Meaning and value for a Mexican added to the cultural heritage of the colonial period
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In the fiscal year 2023, | spent the summer months (July and August) in Mexico, where | examined the
conservation management of historic buildings from the colonial period onward in five regions: Mexico City,
Oaxaca, Mérida, San Miguel de Allende, and Puebla. My focus was particularly on religious buildings in each
region, and | confirmed that their preservation conditions vary according to their usage. Most of the churches
and monasteries that are well-preserved primarily function as religious facilities. In Puebla's historic district, the
churches and monasteries serve as significant tourist attractions too, as evidenced by the well-established
guided paths and informational panels for visitors. In contrast, in other tourist cities like Oaxaca and San Miguel
de Allende, although the number of visitors—beyond worshippers—seems considerable, there are relatively few
awareness prompts or explanatory panels, especially indoors. This suggests that the strategies for leveraging
heritage as tourist resources differ across regions.

Furthermore, in villages around Mérida, although buildings registered as cultural heritage with the Mexican
National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH) were observed, they tended to maintain only the
minimum necessary space for religious purposes (such as chapels) in good condition, while other parts fell into
ruin. This indicates that the conservation management of historic buildings requires not only recognition off
their value as cultural heritage but also a demand sufficient to prevent damage or loss of the structures.

In order to understand the transition of the meaning and value of the pre-Hispanic and post-colonial heritage in
modern Mexican society, | first examined the materials conserved in the Historical Archive of the National
Museum of Anthropology, related to the founding of the Museum, in order to confirm the differences in the
concepts and exhibition methods of archaeological and ethnographic exhibitions. The study have helped me to
understand how the meaning and value of the pre-Hispanic heritage and the post-colonial heritage have
transited in 20th century society and also how the dissemination of pre-Hispanic heritage has come to be
considered more important.
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