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The achievements of this study are twofold.
First, | examined the residence and lifestyle of emperors and empresses in Heian-period history
and literature, and have pointed out that the living arrangements in which one emperor and many
consorts lived together often resulted in fierce rivalry and bullying, as consorts were forced to see
their husbands favoring other women.
Second, we discussed refusals of women to enter the rear court in Heian-period tales. In the Heian
period, it was a great honor for a woman to be proposed to by the emperor or the crown prince,
and there are few examples in history of women refusing to marry the emperor or the crown prince.
However, in Utsuho-monogatari and Taketori-monogatari, refusals to enter the rear palace is
depicted to show the transcendence of those who refuse to marry, to achieve platonic love
between the woman and the emperor or crown prince, or to show that the man whom the woman
marries after refusal to be the consort is more ideal than the emperor or the crown prince.
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2. MRBAREEOHME (F:R)
The achievements of this study are twofold.
First, | examined the residence and lifestyle of emperors and empresses in Heian-period history and literature,
and have pointed out that the living arrangements in which one emperor and many consorts lived together
often resulted in fierce rivalry and bullying, as consorts were forced to see their husbands favoring other
women.
Second, we discussed refusals of women to enter the rear court in Heian-period tales. In the Heian period, it
was a great honor for a woman to be proposed to by the emperor or the crown prince, and there are few
examples in history of women refusing to marry the emperor or the crown prince.
However, in Utsuho-monogatari and Taketori-monogatari, refusals to enter the rear palace is depicted to show,
the transcendence of those who refuse to marry, to achieve platonic love between the woman and the emperor
or crown prince, or to show that the man whom the woman marries after refusal to be the consort is more ideal
than the emperor or the crown prince.
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