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Through the survey of works conducted continuously since 2022, | have examined the
characteristics of Sesshu and each painter of the Sesshu school, as well as how Sesshu’s painting
style was interpreted in the Edo period, a long time after Sesshu's death.

Specifically, first of all, | attempted to confirm the characteristics of Sesshu's "Splashed Ink
Landscapes" by extracting and comparing brush strokes and motifs from several Landscapes by
Sesshu, and to place the "Landscapes" in the Keio University Century Akao Collection (hereafter,
the Keio version) within Sesshu's body of work.

The standard works to be compared are the "Haboku Landscape" owned by the Tokyo National
Museum and the " Landscape after Yu Jian" owned by the Okayama Prefectural Museum of Art,
and other representative works including the "Splashed Ink Landscapes" owned by the Idemitsu
Museum of Arts and the Kikuya Residence Preservation Society, the "Splashed Ink Landscapes”
of the Sesso Toyo, and the " Splashed Ink Landscape Scroll" attributed to Sesshu, which is
considered to be a 16th century work of the Sesshu school, as well as the " Splashed Ink
Landscape Scroll" copied by the Kano school, which shares the same original as these two scrolls.
| then examined the Keio version by observing the condition of the paper and the front-back
relationship of the brush lines visually, as well as by borrowing the knowledge of a contemporary
ink painter to examine the process of its formation.

The results were presented at the exhibition "Tokiwayama Bunko FoundationxKeio University: A
Journey Through Painting : The Expansive World of Zen Meditation" held at the Keio Museum
Commons in October 2023, through the display of the works, an animation reproducing the stroke
order, and panels comparing the work with other "Splashed Ink Landscapes". Furthermore, based
on the results of this study, a discussion was compiled in the article " On Sesshu's Splashed Ink
(Hatsuboku) Techniques - Focusing on "Landscapes" by Sesshu Toyo (Keio University Century
Akao Collection) ". In this paper, in addition to an examination of the Keio version, we also present
an essay on the characteristics of "Splashed Ink Landscape" by painters of the Sesshu school and
the question of authorship of the "Splashed Ink Landscape Scroll" attributed to Sesshu. Several
copies of the "Splashed Ink Landscape Scroll" exist, and it is thought that this work was widely
disseminated. This scroll may be a link between the Sesshu school and Sesson.
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Research on Sesshu, Sesson and their workshop production
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Through the survey of works conducted continuously since 2022, | have examined the characteristics of Sesshu
and each painter of the Sesshu school, as well as how Sesshu’ s painting style was interpreted in the Edo
period, a long time after Sesshu's death.

Specifically, first of all, | attempted to confirm the characteristics of Sesshu's "Splashed Ink Landscapes" by
extracting and comparing brush strokes and motifs from several Landscapes by Sesshu, and to place the
"Landscapes" in the Keio University Century Akao Collection (hereafter, the Keio version) within Sesshu's body
of work.

The standard works to be compared are the "Haboku Landscape" owned by the Tokyo National Museum and
the " Landscape after Yu Jian" owned by the Okayama Prefectural Museum of Art, and other representative
works including the "Splashed Ink Landscapes" owned by the Idemitsu Museum of Arts and the Kikuya
Residence Preservation Society, the "Splashed Ink Landscapes" of the Sesso Toyo, and the " Splashed Ink
Landscape Scroll" attributed to Sesshu, which is considered to be a 16th century work of the Sesshu school, as
well as the " Splashed Ink Landscape Scroll" copied by the Kano school, which shares the same original as
these two scrolls.

| then examined the Keio version by observing the condition of the paper and the front-back relationship of the
brush lines visually, as well as by borrowing the knowledge of a contemporary ink painter to examine the
process of its formation.

The results were presented at the exhibition "Tokiwayama Bunko FoundationxKeio University: A Journey
Through Painting : The Expansive World of Zen Meditation" held at the Keio Museum Commons in October
2023, through the display of the works, an animation reproducing the stroke order, and panels comparing the
work with other "Splashed Ink Landscapes". Furthermore, based on the results of this study, a discussion was
compiled in the article " On Sesshu's Splashed Ink (Hatsuboku) Techniques - Focusing on "Landscapes" by
Sesshu Toyo (Keio University Century Akao Collection) ". In this paper, in addition to an examination of the Keio
version, we also present an essay on the characteristics of "Splashed Ink Landscape" by painters of the Sesshu
school and the question of authorship of the "Splashed Ink Landscape Scroll" attributed to Sesshu. Several
copies of the "Splashed Ink Landscape Scroll" exist, and it is thought that this work was widely disseminated.
This scroll may be a link between the Sesshu school and Sesson.
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