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The aim of this project was to understand the cultural meaning of the life course and the cultural
process of this meaning production. To this end, Dr Sarah Falcus (University of Huddersfield, UK)
and | analysed children's picturebooks that are published in Japan and the UK since 2000 and
depict the death of a grandparent. Through this analysis, we considered, from the cross-cultural
perspective, the cultural discourse of ageing, death and the life course.

Our analysis highlighted some specific ways in which these books seek to teach children about
death and yet avoid provoking fear and anxiety.

1. '0Old age' functions to 'naturalise’ death. Furthermore, by associating death with older people,
children are kept apart from death. In this way, the books teach children about the universality and
inevitability of death without drawing attention to children's own mortality.
2. The above effect is in many books reinforced by a specific narrative that associates the
grandparent with the past, and the child with the future. This narrative typically emphasises the
special close relationship between the child and the grandparent through depictions of their shared
time. It then anticipates death by disruptions to this everyday, regular temporal order including a
turn to the grandparent's past. The post-death narrative focuses on the child's overcoming of grief
and growth. In this way, associating the child and the future, these books give an optimistic
meaning to the inevitability of death and generational succession.
3. Japan and UK books exhibit some differences in the depictions of iliness and death. The most
notable one is that the UK books depict these implicitly, whereas Japanese books take a more
explicit approach, as seen in scenes set in hospital or visual representations of embodied care.
This project confirmed the important cultural role that picturebooks play in teaching children about
death, how they work and their culturally specific aspects. It also demonstrated the benefit of
bringing together the studies of children's literature and ageing studies. We presented these
research findings at the conference Age and Care 2023 that was held in Graz in September 2023.
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The aim of this project was to understand the cultural meaning of the life course and the cultural process off
this meaning production. To this end, Dr Sarah Falcus (University of Huddersfield, UK) and | analysed children's
picturebooks that are published in Japan and the UK since 2000 and depict the death of a grandparent.
Through this analysis, we considered, from the cross-cultural perspective, the cultural discourse of ageing,
death and the life course.
Our analysis highlighted some specific ways in which these books seek to teach children about death and yet
avoid provoking fear and anxiety.
1.'0Old age' functions to 'naturalise' death. Furthermore, by associating death with older people, children are
kept apart from death. In this way, the books teach children about the universality and inevitability of death
without drawing attention to children's own mortality.
2. The above effect is in many books reinforced by a specific narrative that associates the grandparent with the
past, and the child with the future. This narrative typically emphasises the special close relationship between
the child and the grandparent through depictions of their shared time. It then anticipates death by disruptions
to this everyday, regular temporal order including a turn to the grandparent's past. The post-death narrative
focuses on the child's overcoming of grief and growth. In this way, associating the child and the future, these
books give an optimistic meaning to the inevitability of death and generational succession.
3. Japan and UK books exhibit some differences in the depictions of illness and death. The most notable one is
that the UK books depict these implicitly, whereas Japanese books take a more explicit approach, as seen in
scenes set in hospital or visual representations of embodied care.
This project confirmed the important cultural role that picturebooks play in teaching children about death, how
they work and their culturally specific aspects. It also demonstrated the benefit of bringing together the studies
of children's literature and ageing studies. We presented these research findings at the conference Age and
Care 2023 that was held in Graz in September 2023.
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