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The current study aims to provide evidence for the multi-competence model (Cook, 2012) from the
viewpoints of second language acquisition and psycholinguistics, by examining how the cognition
and the identity of Japanese and English bilinguals or multilinguals are affected due to their use of
the two languages. The multi-competence model postulates that the two languages develop and
exist in the bilingual as an “integrated system” which is different from each of the languages and is
influenced by both languages.

The current study has completed the following three planned projects (1, 2 & 3) out of four
(Regarding 3, a presentation is scheduled this year):

1) To prepare and present a paper at the conference in the UK and submit a paper on the body
part categorisation;

2) To design and implement an online task of body parts sentence judgement; and

3) To analyse the colour and motion categoisation data and present a paper at a conference.

As for 1), the results of comparison between the Japanese and English data were presented at
EuroSLA, a major European conference in second language research. We submitted a proposal of
a colloquium titled “Bilingual cognition and advances in multi-competence perspectives” with two
other groups of researchers and a discussant and carried it out, where we presented and
discussed the recent and future studies in multi-competence perspectives and considered the
necessity of leaving the concept of the “native speaker”. Moreover, we analysed the body parts
data in Japanese and submitted a paper to a journal to discuss the second language effect on the
first language categorisation.

As for 2), the body parts sentence judgement task was designed but implemented by the paper
and pencil test as more reliable data would be collected in person compared to an online survey.
The results have been analysed and submitted to present at a conference in Japan.

There are still few studies on bilinguals in this area, thus qualitative analysis methods have been
developed to observe patterns on categoisation and sentence judgement to find any language
effect. Also a concept of “social boundary” which is closely connected to a particular culture and
language is introduced into an analysis.
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The current study aims to provide evidence for the multi-competence model (Cook, 2012) from the viewpoints

of second language acquisition and psycholinguistics, by examining how the cognition and the identity of]

Japanese and English bilinguals or multilinguals are affected due to their use of the two languages. The multi-

competence model postulates that the two languages develop and exist in the bilingual as an “integrated

system” which is different from each of the languages and is influenced by both languages.

The current study has completed the following three planned projects (1, 2 & 3) out of four (Regarding 3, a

presentation is scheduled this year):

1) To prepare and present a paper at the conference in the UK and submit a paper on the body part

categorisation;

2) To design and implement an online task of body parts sentence judgement; and

3) To analyse the colour and motion categoisation data and present a paper at a conference.

As for 1), the results of comparison between the Japanese and English data were presented at EuroSLA, a major

European conference in second language research. We submitted a proposal of a colloquium titled “Bilingual

cognition and advances in multi-competence perspectives” with two other groups of researchers and a

discussant and carried it out, where we presented and discussed the recent and future studies in multi-

competence perspectives and considered the necessity of leaving the concept of the “native speaker” .

Moreover, we analysed the body parts data in Japanese and submitted a paper to a journal to discuss the

second language effect on the first language categorisation.

As for 2), the body parts sentence judgement task was designed but implemented by the paper and pencil test

as more reliable data would be collected in person compared to an online survey. The results have been

analysed and submitted to present at a conference in Japan.

There are still few studies on bilinguals in this area, thus qualitative analysis methods have been developed to

observe patterns on categoisation and sentence judgement to find any language effect. Also a concept of]
“social boundary” which is closely connected to a particular culture and language is introduced into an

analysis.
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