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Abstract

RELARICHBVT, BFRIERNEIBFEABZEIATVSY, A2OEEORFICEREHT
ERRCTHN, BENEBEINSEERFTOLEGEREL., TOREHNELIZOVWTRER:
FHALEMREBIZ< BV, AHREGF, HHF, PRF, EARFE, RARZFOZHROBRFTZE
- BRBRT7O-FICLWRERL, BEARREZATVIRERHEHZHSAHICL DD, HF
BFEELTRIZEZBANEL TV, EWDTRFEECOBES LVBRNBFOMBEL
DOBET, RAPRFHRL SHMERRFRICAH T TORRICEBL I

AHARTE, RELOEHROBFHEROERICHDREXHEEZRY ., ThEe O>BEEHLET
REBRFENBELZH< L ZBELL. BRABRBRFLZBU TR EEEZRYERLTSH
W, BRTTSELBD2—RETRAEV, EHROEFI-—/NAZAVECENGRHAEE, BEEXX
HRICR>TERREZEIAIHPIENERAELZEAELE T, ERRICBEOENL BEER
HBU, TOERZHSHICLESELE, EWDFTEEIXNEF[MELL T, BREPREHH S
HIEREFZHICA T TEULERFEELEERNRFZB/BIT TV,
AMRFEIIFEOHPBEHEL THY . XFERZTOI1FAE 1. HROEBRREHLTL
ER>DPEALLBA 212, RIEB6A2Z2BICRERRZFBHLOVRITLAICT, PEFHH, S
EREZHICATTORFICHIIMEBRELRTDEICLHEI>TVS,

In the historical study of the English language, orthography has been assumed as an established
field. It is true that individual spellings have been investigated, but little has been studied on the
general picture of English orthography through time. This study aims to describe the spelling of
each period of the history of English, i.e. Old English, Middle English, Modern English, and Present
Day English through both qualitative and quantitative approaches, elucidating the principles and
policies underlying orthographic systems. Particularly, attention is paid to the period from Late
Middle English to Early Modern English, which concerns the process of orthographic
standardisation and the practice of etymological spelling.

The research sought to explore the principles and policies underlying the orthographic systems of
each period and to integrate them to describe the overall history of English spelling. Orthographic
systems have undergone repeated changes and variations throughout the history, and even in the
Present-Day English period, they are not entirely uniform. By combining quantitative investigations
using electronic historical corpora with qualitative investigations that focus on manuscripts and
printed works, the present research aimed to describe the specific changes and variations of each
period and elucidate their causes. Particularly notable issues include the orthographic
standardisation and etymological spelling that were observed from the Late Middle English period
to the Early Modern English period.

This research project is planned to span three years, with the current year being the first. The
progress of the research has not been entirely satisfactory, but it is to be noted that on June 22, at
the symposium of Modern English Association, the research findings on spelling from the Middle
English period to the Early Modern English period are scheduled to be presented.
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1. MRBMREEOHE

BEHRRRDORERFOLBMMREREL., TOEENEICDOWTERR - 5iBA L 2HRIEE <V, RFRIE,
mWEE, PHEE, ARKRE. RAREORRAOBFEZEN - ENA7 O0—FICLYERL. BFAREIZATL
ZEREBYAHESEHALSMILDD, RERFHE2LEBRTEIEE2BMNE LTV, EYDITRFEELDBRES L UFE
IRAYR T DR & OREE T, REAPEREHL S LA RERICHF TORRISER L,

ARRTIE, ZEHOERROBFURROERICHDIREPHHZRY, ThEadOREELETEERFEDER
BB LE, BFRREIREHRZBLTELLEEEZRYBRLTEY, BRTISRLAD—KRETIER
W, BRFROEFI—NRZAVELENGREREE, BAPHRICRE> TEERREZHER T 2ENMAT 246D
T, BERRICFEDOEL - ZREZER L. ZOERZBALMILEIDIE L, EUDITEBIREBELLT, &
HAPREEHAD S HA R REEHR IO TE L BRFIEE L L EBRNBFE 2B IT TV,

AFREBILIFEEDOHBAEBELTHEY . XFEEIFTZTDTIEEHLE 272, HEOEBRTIEHT LEIEMEMIL L
o7, KE-B6B22BICIKAREZBRESDY VRI U AICT, FRERALN SEREEBHICHIT TORFICET
DMRMRENRT DI EICIEO>TWD,

2. MAMREBEOBE (FR)
In the historical study of the English language, orthography has been assumed as an established field. It is true
that individual spellings have been investigated, but little has been studied on the general picture of English
orthography through time. This study aims to describe the spelling of each period of the history of English, i.e.
Old English, Middle English, Modern English, and Present-Day English through both qualitative and quantitative
approaches, elucidating the principles and policies underlying orthographic systems. Particularly, attention is
paid to the period from Late Middle English to Early Modern English, which concerns the process off
orthographic standardisation and the practice of etymological spelling.
The research sought to explore the principles and policies underlying the orthographic systems of each period
and to integrate them to describe the overall history of English spelling. Orthographic systems have undergone
repeated changes and variations throughout the history, and even in the Present-Day English period, they are
not entirely uniform. By combining quantitative investigations using electronic historical corpora with
qualitative investigations that focus on manuscripts and printed works, the present research aimed to describe
the specific changes and variations of each period and elucidate their causes. Particularly notable issues|
include the orthographic standardisation and etymological spelling that were observed from the Late Middle
English period to the Early Modern English period.
This research project is planned to span three years, with the current year being the first. The progress of the
research has not been entirely satisfactory, but it is to be noted that on June 22, at the symposium of Modern
English Association, the research findings on spelling from the Middle English period to the Early Modern
English period are scheduled to be presented.
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