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This study aims to clarify the theoretical significance of interrogative inquiries used in the
substantive procedures of financial statement audits and to theoretically demonstrate the
effectiveness of strategic use of evidence employed therein.

Interrogative inquiries are conducted to substantiate audit objectives and, in case of obtaining
contrary evidences or encountering deficiencies or inconsistencies in interviewee's responses, they
are implemented as subsequent substantiate procedures. Therefore, interrogative inquiries involve
obtaining additional information about contrary evidence regarding the audit objectives in question,
acquiring oral evidence from other stakeholders, and conducting interrogation and discussion with
the interviewee while setting up these pieces of evidence to refute assertions. In this context,
auditors must refrain from adopting authoritative attitudes akin to police interrogations and instead
strive to maintain a gentle and cooperative demeanor to preserve the collaborative relationship and
ongoing contract with the client. Furthermore, the study reveals practical topics such as staff
allocation, auditor attirement, preparation of objective external data, backing up responses in
advance, fraud-related analyses, maintaining adequate questioning time, and progressing through
empathetic discussions with the subject.

In conducting interrogative inquiries, the ultimate goal of auditors is to uncover errors in assertions
and to get approval of assertion adjustment from the management. This often pertains to
assertions related to future information and assumptions in fair value accounting, such as discount
rates or interest rates for future projections, or expected earnings rates for specific businesses.
Unlike historical information, it is hard to deny management's assertion clearly and decisive. To
induce management to acknowledge assertions' adjustments, it is highly effective to use contrary
evidence strategically to increase interviwee's cognitive load. The process of this type of inquiry is
to elicit more explanations from the respondent without showing the existence of contrary




evidence, and then to present crucial contrary evidence to respondent. As a result, respondents
experience highly cognitive strain, emit signals of false explanations, and progress towards
admitting their mistakes. The outcome of this research is summarized under the theme of
"inquiries" and published as a research monographk titled "AUDIT INQUIRY: Theory and
Techniques."
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This study aims to clarify the theoretical significance of interrogative inquiries used in the substantive
procedures of financial statement audits and to theoretically demonstrate the effectiveness of strategic use off
evidence employed therein.

Interrogative inquiries are conducted to substantiate audit objectives and, in case of obtaining contrary
evidences or encountering deficiencies or inconsistencies in interviewee's responses, they are implemented as
subsequent substantiate procedures. Therefore, interrogative inquiries involve obtaining additional information
about contrary evidence regarding the audit objectives in question, acquiring oral evidence from other|
stakeholders, and conducting interrogation and discussion with the interviewee while setting up these pieces off
evidence to refute assertions. In this context, auditors must refrain from adopting authoritative attitudes akin to
police interrogations and instead strive to maintain a gentle and cooperative demeanor to preserve the
collaborative relationship and ongoing contract with the client. Furthermore, the study reveals practical topics
such as staff allocation, auditor attirement, preparation of objective external data, backing up responses in
advance, fraud-related analyses, maintaining adequate questioning time, and progressing through empathetic
discussions with the subject.

In conducting interrogative inquiries, the ultimate goal of auditors is to uncover errors in assertions and to get
approval of assertion adjustment from the management. This often pertains to assertions related to future
information and assumptions in fair value accounting, such as discount rates or interest rates for future
projections, or expected earnings rates for specific businesses. Unlike historical information, it is hard to deny
management's assertion clearly and decisive. To induce management to acknowledge assertions' adjustments,
it is highly effective to use contrary evidence strategically to increase interviwee's cognitive load. The process off
this type of inquiry is to elicit more explanations from the respondent without showing the existence of contrary
evidence, and then to present crucial contrary evidence to respondent. As a result, respondents experience
highly cognitive strain, emit signals of false explanations, and progress towards admitting their mistakes. The
outcome of this research is summarized under the theme of "inquiries" and published as a research
monographk titled "AUDIT INQUIRY: Theory and Techniques."
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