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This study aims to reexamine the transformation of rural society before and after the founding of
the People's Republic of China through the perspective of the family and the village. As planned,
the following activities were carried out in 2023.

First, | wrote an academic paper on the transformation of family order during the land reform
period. Unlike previous studies that emphasize how the implementation of the Marriage Law
significantly transformed the order of families, my study uses original archives on divorce cases in
a county of Jiangxi Province to examine how gender relations were shaped by the new political
order that was established in the period of Land Reform. The paper was presented at the
symposium “Body History and Body Theory” which was held at Peking University on October 21,
2023.

Secondly, | extracted basic data on villages and lands from local gazetteers. Specifically, the data
analysis was conducted in the following three points: 1) comparing the relationship between natural
villages and administrative villages based on the data of villages in Jiangxi, Fujian, Hebei and
Anhui provinces; 2)examining disparities of collective lands owned by production teams under the
People's Commune System focusing on the data of collective lands in 10 counties in Jiangxi
province; 3) using GIS to provide a visible map to show the differences among villages in 4
counties in Jiangxi province.

Thirdly, | conducted fieldwork in villages in the north of Jiangxi province. The focus of the fieldwork
was on the history of Land Reform and Collectivization which occurred in the early years of the
People's Republic of China.
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This study aims to reexamine the transformation of rural society before and after the founding of the People's
Republic of China through the perspective of the family and the village. As planned, the following activities
were carried out in 2023.

First, | wrote an academic paper on the transformation of family order during the land reform period. Unlike
previous studies that emphasize how the implementation of the Marriage Law significantly transformed the
order of families, my study uses original archives on divorce cases in a county of Jiangxi Province to examine
how gender relations were shaped by the new political order that was established in the period of Land Reform.
The paper was presented at the symposium “Body History and Body Theory” which was held at Peking
University on October 21, 2023.

Secondly, | extracted basic data on villages and lands from local gazetteers. Specifically, the data analysis was
conducted in the following three points: 1) comparing the relationship between natural villages and
administrative villages based on the data of villages in Jiangxi, Fujian, Hebei and Anhui provinces; 2)examining
disparities of collective lands owned by production teams under the People's Commune System focusing on
the data of collective lands in 10 counties in Jiangxi province; 3) using GIS to provide a visible map to show the
differences among villages in 4 counties in Jiangxi province.

Thirdly, | conducted fieldwork in villages in the north of Jiangxi province. The focus of the fieldwork was on the
history of Land Reform and Collectivization which occurred in the early years of the People's Republic of China.
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