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With the support of the 2023 Academic Promotion Fund, | made significant progress in my
research about "German Literature and Law — From the 18th Century to the Present." First, |
authored the article "Law and Literature," included in "Introduction to Literary Theory" (Kosei Ogura
(ed.), Sekaishisosha, 2023). In this article, | provided an overview of the relationship between law
and literature, ranging from ancient Greek tragedies such as Aeschylus' "The Eumenides" and
Sophocles' "Oedipus Rex" and "Antigone", through classical texts of German "poet lawyers"
(Eugen Wohlhaupter, 1953-1957) like Goethe and Kafka, to contemporary German novels such as
Schlink's "The Reader" and von Schirach's "The Collini Case".

At the symposium "Literary Criticism — Its Theory and Prospects,” held at Keio University in July
2023, | presented under the title "Law and Literature — Insights from Cornelia Vismann's Theory."
In this presentation, | introduced the theories of Cornelia Vismann, a German media theorist
unknown in Japan, from her works "Files — Media Technology and Law" and "The Media of
Jurisdiction". Discussing frameworks for systematically examining the relationship between
literature and law, | argued that Vismann's theory of understanding trials through their aspects of
competition and theatricality enables capturing the intimate relationship between literature and law.
Additionally, | introduced Walter Benjamin's monograph "The Origin of German Tragic Drama" and
Michel Foucault's lecture "Truth and Judicial Forms" as pioneering works that influenced Vismann.

| addressed the theme of "German Literature and Law" in the fall semester course "German
Cultural History." Here, in addition to the aforementioned authors and theorists, | discussed "poet
lawyers" such as Heinrich von Kleist, who parodied "Oedipus Rex" in "The Broken Jug", E.T.A.
Hoffmann, who wrote the pioneering detective novel "Mademoiselle de Scuderi", and Georg
Blchner, who wrote the drama "Woyzeck" based on court records.
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With the support of the 2023 Academic Promotion Fund, | made significant progress in my research about
"German Literature and Law — From the 18th Century to the Present." First, | authored the article "Law and
Literature," included in "Introduction to Literary Theory" (Kosei Ogura (ed.), Sekaishisosha, 2023). In this article,
| provided an overview of the relationship between law and literature, ranging from ancient Greek tragedies
such as Aeschylus' "The Eumenides" and Sophocles' "Oedipus Rex" and "Antigone", through classical texts of]
German "poet lawyers" (Eugen Wohlhaupter, 1953-1957) like Goethe and Kafka, to contemporary German
novels such as Schlink's "The Reader" and von Schirach's "The Collini Case".

At the symposium "Literary Criticism - Its Theory and Prospects," held at Keio University in July 2023, |
presented under the title "Law and Literature — Insights from Cornelia Vismann's Theory." In this presentation, |
introduced the theories of Cornelia Vismann, a German media theorist unknown in Japan, from her works "Files
- Media Technology and Law" and "The Media of Jurisdiction". Discussing frameworks for systematically
examining the relationship between literature and law, | argued that Vismann's theory of understanding trials
through their aspects of competition and theatricality enables capturing the intimate relationship between
literature and law. Additionally, | introduced Walter Benjamin's monograph "The Origin of German Tragic
Drama" and Michel Foucault's lecture "Truth and Judicial Forms" as pioneering works that influenced Vismann.

| addressed the theme of "German Literature and Law" in the fall semester course "German Cultural History."
Here, in addition to the aforementioned authors and theorists, | discussed "poet lawyers" such as Heinrich von
Kleist, who parodied "Oedipus Rex" in "The Broken Jug", E.T.A. Hoffmann, who wrote the pioneering detective
novel "Mademoiselle de Scuderi", and Georg Biichner, who wrote the drama "Woyzeck" based on court records.
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