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This study explored how inequality in educational opportunities has accumulated over multiple
generations. To do so, we focused primarily on the economic and cultural resources possessed by
grandparents and investigated how they affected grandchildren’s educational outcomes. In this
study, we used the Japanese Household Panel Survey and its supplementary survey and the
Second-Generation Survey, conducted by the Center for Panel Data Research at Keio University.
In the analysis, the respondents of the Japan Household Panel Survey were defined as the
parents' generation, and variables were constructed for the status of the grandchildren's generation
based on the survey items measured by the second-generation survey. In addition, we attempted
to understand the situation of the grandparents' generation based on questions about their family
background and the situation of their parents' generation. We further distinguished between
paternal and maternal grandparents in an attempt to determine how both groups influence their
grandchildren's educational attainment. In order to observe how the resources of the grandparents'
generation affect the education of their grandchildren, the analysis was conducted from two
perspectives: the contact hypothesis and the non-contact hypothesis. The contact hypothesis
assumes that there should be some contact between grandparents and grandchildren in
transferring resources across these generations. Under this context, we observed whether parents
and grandchildren lived together with grandparents and how it affected grandchildren’s educational
outcomes. Meanwhile, the non-contact hypothesis assumes that some resources held by
grandparents would be transferrable to grandchildren without any direct contact between these
generations. This hypothesis focuses primarily on the role of wealth and its transfer across
generations. Consequently, we found some empirical evidence supporting the contact hypothesis
regardless of the different lineages. On the other hand, we found the significant role of wealth
inheritance across generations in shaping grandchildren’s schooling in the case of maternal
grandparents, whereas it was not the case with paternal grandparents. We presented the results of
this research in the two conferences: the World Congress of Sociology in the International
Sociological Association, held at Melbourne in Australia in June, 2023 and the conference of
Japanese Association for Mathematical Sociology, held at Osaka University in March 2024.
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This study explored how inequality in educational opportunities has accumulated over multiple generations. To
do so, we focused primarily on the economic and cultural resources possessed by grandparents and
investigated how they affected grandchildren’ s educational outcomes. In this study, we used the Japanese
Household Panel Survey and its supplementary survey and the Second-Generation Survey, conducted by the
Center for Panel Data Research at Keio University. In the analysis, the respondents of the Japan Household
Panel Survey were defined as the parents' generation, and variables were constructed for the status of the
grandchildren's generation based on the survey items measured by the second-generation survey. In addition,
we attempted to understand the situation of the grandparents' generation based on questions about their|
family background and the situation of their parents' generation. We further distinguished between paternal
and maternal grandparents in an attempt to determine how both groups influence their grandchildren's
educational attainment. In order to observe how the resources of the grandparents' generation affect the
education of their grandchildren, the analysis was conducted from two perspectives: the contact hypothesis
and the non-contact hypothesis. The contact hypothesis assumes that there should be some contact between
grandparents and grandchildren in transferring resources across these generations. Under this context, we
observed whether parents and grandchildren lived together with grandparents and how it affected
srandchildren’ s educational outcomes. Meanwhile, the non-contact hypothesis assumes that some resources
held by grandparents would be transferrable to grandchildren without any direct contact between these
generations. This hypothesis focuses primarily on the role of wealth and its transfer across generations.
Consequently, we found some empirical evidence supporting the contact hypothesis regardless of the different
lineages. On the other hand, we found the significant role of wealth inheritance across generations in shaping
srandchildren’ s schooling in the case of maternal grandparents, whereas it was not the case with paternal
grandparents. We presented the results of this research in the two conferences: the World Congress of]
Sociology in the International Sociological Association, held at Melbourne in Australia in June, 2023 and the
conference of Japanese Association for Mathematical Sociology, held at Osaka University in March 2024.
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