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The aim of this study is to shed light on the function and role of descriptions of the plastic arts in
sixteenth-century French literature. This year, on the one hand, we consulted and collated
documents on the technique of description and architecture at the time of printing, before analysing
them. On the other, we organised a colloquium on the theme of architectural ekphrasis. With
regard to textual analysis, we have studied the issues of radicalisation and popularisation of
technology and knowledge of architecture by tracking the publication of theory texts in the first half
of the sixteenth century, and exploring their influence on literary works. At the same time, we have
collected material to understand the state of rhetorical concepts and practices at the time
concerning the imagination and the mental image. The analysis will continue next year and will be
published in the form of an article.

In November 2023 at Sorbonne University, we were also able to organize the international
colloquium ' L'ekphrasis architecturale dans la littérature du XVle siécle en France' with Professor
Anne-Pascale Pouey-Mounou from the same university. Speakers from the United Kingdom, the
United States and Italy, as well as French and Japanese researchers, discussed a series of
fundamental elements to the theme: ekphrasis, referentiality, languages and styles, genres,
translations, and social, religious and political contexts. The results of the colloquium will be
published in the form of articles and collected in a volume next year.
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Study on the description of plastic arts in sixteenth-century French literature
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The aim of this study is to shed light on the function and role of descriptions of the plastic arts in sixteenth-
century French literature. This year, on the one hand, we consulted and collated documents on the technique
of description and architecture at the time of printing, before analysing them. On the other, we organised a
colloquium on the theme of architectural ekphrasis. With regard to textual analysis, we have studied the issues
of radicalisation and popularisation of technology and knowledge of architecture by tracking the publication of]
theory texts in the first half of the sixteenth century, and exploring their influence on literary works. At the same|
time, we have collected material to understand the state of rhetorical concepts and practices at the time
concerning the imagination and the mental image. The analysis will continue next year and will be published in
the form of an article.
In November 2023 at Sorbonne University, we were also able to organize the international colloquium
L'ekphrasis architecturale dans la littérature du XVle siécle en France' with Professor Anne-Pascale Pouey-
Mounou from the same university. Speakers from the United Kingdom, the United States and lItaly, as well as
French and Japanese researchers, discussed a series of fundamental elements to the theme: ekphrasis,
referentiality, languages and styles, genres, translations, and social, religious and political contexts. The results
of the colloquium will be published in the form of articles and collected in a volume next year.
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