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The first objective of this study was to understand the current state of management accounting in

Japanese companies. Today, many management accounting methods are used mainly by large

companies, but the actual status of their use is not fully understood in many areas.

The second objective is to understand and clarify the theory-practice gap. Conventional wisdom,

which is generally explained in management accounting textbooks, has unexpectedly large

amounts of information without empirical support, and verification using actual data was necessary.

The third objective was to clarify the principles of Japanese-style management accounting. We

believed that an empirical study was necessary because a number of hypotheses based on theory

and field research had been proposed regarding management accounting practices characteristic

of Japanese firms.

Based on the above awareness of the problem and research objectives, we conducted mail

questionnaires targeting firms listed on the First Section of the Tokyo Stock Exchange in 2009,

2014, and 2019, conducted empirical research through data analysis, and conducted firm visit

surveys for follow-up.

This study is the fourth in a series of mailed questionnaire surveys conducted over the past 20

years. It was conducted in January 2024, five years after the third survey, targeting all listed

companies in Japan. Based on the results of this survey and the analysis based on it, we plan to

publish a book, which will be the fourth and final volume in this series.

This study is a three-year project. In FY2022, the first year of the project, an additional literature

review was conducted and a survey and research framework was finalized with co-researchers.

In the second year, FY2023, a mailed questionnaire survey of listed companies was conducted in

January 2024.

In FY2024, the third year of the project, we plan to complete a basic analysis of the results of the

fact-finding survey, present several conference reports and papers, and eventually compile the

results in a research paper.
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The first objective of this study was to understand the current state of management accounting in Japanese
companies. Today, many management accounting methods are used mainly by large companies, but the actual
status of their use is not fully understood in many areas.

The second objective is to understand and clarify the theory-practice gap. Conventional wisdom, which is
generally explained in management accounting textbooks, has unexpectedly large amounts of information
without empirical support, and verification using actual data was necessary.

The third objective was to clarify the principles of Japanese-style management accounting. We believed that
an empirical study was necessary because a number of hypotheses based on theory and field research had
been proposed regarding management accounting practices characteristic of Japanese firms.

Based on the above awareness of the problem and research objectives, we conducted mail questionnaires
targeting firms listed on the First Section of the Tokyo Stock Exchange in 2009, 2014, and 2019, conducted
empirical research through data analysis, and conducted firm visit surveys for follow-up.

This study is the fourth in a series of mailed questionnaire surveys conducted over the past 20 years. It was
conducted in January 2024, five years after the third survey, targeting all listed companies in Japan. Based on
the results of this survey and the analysis based on it, we plan to publish a book, which will be the fourth and
final volume in this series.

This study is a three-year project. In FY2022, the first year of the project, an additional literature review was
conducted and a survey and research framework was finalized with co-researchers.

In the second year, FY2023, a mailed questionnaire survey of listed companies was conducted in January
2024.

In FY2024, the third year of the project, we plan to complete a basic analysis of the results of the fact-finding
survey, present several conference reports and papers, and eventually compile the results in a research paper.
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