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This research examines the European medieval aspects within the American literature, spanning
from the Puritan writings of the 17th and 18th centuries through Benjamin Franklin’s writings to
ante/post bellum American literature, such as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and Mark Twain.

As part of this research, | gave a presentation at the Keio American Studies Association on July
11, 2023, commemorating the late Professor Shaw Yamamoto’s contributions. The study delved
into some aspects of Puritan Christian allegory and typology in Dr. Yamamoto’s chosen works,
examining how the tradition of biblical interpretation has been integrated and transformed across
works from the 17th to the 20th century.

Additionally, | present my interpretation of Stanley Cavell’s work on Henry Thoreau’s Walden.
Cavell’s philosophy bridges the gap between philosophy and literature, specifically his analysis of
Henry David Thoreau’s work. Cavell’s interdisciplinary approach seeks to identify the birth of
American philosophy within American transcendental movement led by Ralf Waldo Emerson and
Thoreau. Cavell’s approach is valid enough when we reconsider that Transcendentalists
themselves have combined European Neoplatonism and Romantic literary theory, aiming to blend
literature and philosophy. Their intellectual movement integrated political economics theory and the
practice of domestic economy, and their literary practices went hand in hand with their philosophy.
Thus, Cavell’s philosophical critique, applicable to the practice of literary criticism, not only
reevaluates transcendentalism as the starting point for American philosophy but also demonstrates
his alignment with this lineage.

In summary, these researches investigate how religious and philosophical elements dating back to
European medieval times—such as Christian allegory, typology interpretation, and Neoplatonic
philosophy—unfold within American literary works.
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This research examines the European medieval aspects within the American literature, spanning from the
Puritan writings of the 17th and 18th centuries through Benjamin Franklin’ s writings to ante/post bellum
American literature, such as Nathaniel Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David
Thoreau, and Mark Twain.

As part of this research, | gave a presentation at the Keio American Studies Association on July 11, 2023,
commemorating the late Professor Shaw Yamamoto’ s contributions. The study delved into some aspects off
Puritan Christian allegory and typology in Dr. Yamamoto’ s chosen works, examining how the tradition of]
biblical interpretation has been integrated and transformed across works from the 17th to the 20th century.

Additionally, | present my interpretation of Stanley Cavell’ s work on Henry Thoreau’ s Walden. Cavell’ s
philosophy bridges the gap between philosophy and literature, specifically his analysis of Henry David
Thoreau’ s work. Cavell’ s interdisciplinary approach seeks to identify the birth of American philosophy within
lAmerican transcendental movement led by Ralf Waldo Emerson and Thoreau. Cavell’ s approach is valid
enough when we reconsider that Transcendentalists themselves have combined European Neoplatonism and
Romantic literary theory, aiming to blend literature and philosophy. Their intellectual movement integrated
political economics theory and the practice of domestic economy, and their literary practices went hand in
hand with their philosophy. Thus, Cavell’ s philosophical critique, applicable to the practice of literary
criticism, not only reevaluates transcendentalism as the starting point for American philosophy but also
demonstrates his alignment with this lineage.

In summary, these researches investigate how religious and philosophical elements dating back to European
medieval times—such as Christian allegory, typology interpretation, and Neoplatonic philosophy—unfold within
American literary works.
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