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| researched the management activities and thought of Ichizo Kobayashi (1873-1957), a graduate
of Keio University and the founder of the Hankyu Toho Group. | specifically tried to identify the
uniqueness of Kobayashi's management thought by comparing his suburban development along
railroad lines with suburban development by other contemporary actors such as Ebenezer Howard,
the Department of the Interior's Social Affairs Bureau, and other private railroad companies. The
main findings are as follows.

(1) All actors had in common that they had an awareness of the problem of using the natural power
of rural areas to improve the deteriorating living environment in large cities due to rapid
industrialization.

®@However, there were differences in the ideas each of them relied on. While Howard was based
on socialism and the Home Office on nationalism, Kobayashi was based on Western
Enlightenment. Kobayashi's position was also clearly different from that of other private railway
operators, who viewed suburban development only from the perspective of real estate business.
(3) Among Kobayashi's suburban residential development projects, the establishment of a
purchasing association and social club and the sale of pure Western-style housing ended in failure.
| suspect that there was a big disconnect between Kobayashi's idea of introducing Western
lifestyles and the reality in Japan at the time.
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A study on business thought and business education in modern Japan
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| researched the management activities and thought of Ichizo Kobayashi (1873-1957), a graduate of Keio
University and the founder of the Hankyu Toho Group. | specifically tried to identify the uniqueness of
Kobayashi's management thought by comparing his suburban development along railroad lines with suburban
development by other contemporary actors such as Ebenezer Howard, the Department of the Interior's Social
Affairs Bureau, and other private railroad companies. The main findings are as follows.
(1) All actors had in common that they had an awareness of the problem of using the natural power of rural
areas to improve the deteriorating living environment in large cities due to rapid industrialization.
(@However, there were differences in the ideas each of them relied on. While Howard was based on socialism
and the Home Office on nationalism, Kobayashi was based on Western Enlightenment. Kobayashi's position
was also clearly different from that of other private railway operators, who viewed suburban development only
from the perspective of real estate business.
(3) Among Kobayashi's suburban residential development projects, the establishment of a purchasing
association and social club and the sale of pure Western-style housing ended in failure. | suspect that there was
a big disconnect between Kobayashi's idea of introducing Western lifestyles and the reality in Japan at the time.
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