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The purpose of this research project (planned for three years) was to examine how the CCP has
attempted to construct a "fair and orderly market" since the 1990s, and what political dynamics
have been at work behind this effort, through the political process surrounding industry
associations.

In FY2022, the first year of the project, the research was carried out mainly from the following two
aspects. First, a literature research was conducted on the policy development of industry
associations (affiliated with the China Federation of Industry and Economy and the National
Federation of Industry and Commerce of China) from the Hu Jintao administration to the Xi Jinping
administration. The study revealed the following: (1) As a result of the overlap in associations and
enterprises, a new system was established in Wenzhou City, Zhejiang Province, where the latter
replaced the former to manage all associations and enterprises; (2) Under the Xi Jinping
administration, the separation of administrative organs and industry associations is being
decisively implemented, while the Party organization has come to the forefront in the management
of industry associations, strengthening its influence in terms of personnel and discipline. Part of the
research results were published in "Social Governance of the Communist Party of China: Reality
and Prospects" (Security Studies, Vol. 4, No. 3 (Xi Jinping's China: Politics, Economy, Society, and
Diplomacy) (September 2022), and will soon be published on the web as "The Current Stage of
Legal System Building for the Restructuring of Government-Market Relations: Focusing on Industry
Associations" (Report of the China Study Group of the 21st Century Policy Research Institute).
Second, | collected materials mainly from the 1950s, when the system of industry management by
administrative agencies under the socialist planned economy system was formed in China. On
September 4-11, 2022, | collected a large amount of relevant materials from the National Library of
Australia's vast collection of "The Chinese Communist Party's Important Historical Documents and
Materials." In addition, during a visit to Boston in March 2023 to present a paper at the American
Association for Asian Studies, | collected relevant literature at the Harvard University Library,
including the New History of the Administration of Industry and Commerce in China (Industrial and
Commercial Press of China, 2009).
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The purpose of this research project (planned for three years) was to examine how the CCP has attempted to construct a “fair and
orderly market” since the 1990s, and what political dynamics have been at work behind this effort, through the political process
surrounding industry associations.

In FY2022, the first year of the project, the research was carried out mainly from the following two aspects. First, a literature
research was conducted on the policy development of industry associations (affiliated with the China Federation of Industry and
Economy and the National Federation of Industry and Commerce of China) from the Hu Jintao administration to the Xi Jinping
administration. The study revealed the following: (1) As a result of the overlap in associations and enterprises, a new system was
established in Wenzhou City, Zhejiang Province, where the latter replaced the former to manage all associations and enterprises; (2)
Under the Xi Jinping administration, the separation of administrative organs and industry associations is being decisively implemented,
while the Party organization has come to the forefront in the management of industry associations, strengthening its influence in
terms of personnel and discipline. Part of the research results were published in “Social Governance of the Communist Party of
China: Reality and Prospects” (Security Studies, Vol. 4, No. 3 (Xi Jinping's China: Politics, Economy, Society, and Diplomacy)
(September 2022), and will soon be published on the web as “The Current Stage of Legal System Building for the Restructuring of
Government—Market Relations: Focusing on Industry Associations” (Report of the China Study Group of the 21st Century Policy
Research Institute).

Second, I collected materials mainly from the 1950s, when the system of industry management by administrative agencies under the
socialist planned economy system was formed in China. On September 4-11, 2022, I collected a large amount of relevant materials
from the National Library of Australia’s vast collection of “The Chinese Communist Party’s Important Historical Documents and
Materials.” In addition, during a visit to Boston in March 2023 to present a paper at the American Association for Asian Studies, I
collected relevant literature at the Harvard University Library, including the New History of the Administration of Industry and
Commerce in China (Industrial and Commercial Press of China, 2009).
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