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Abstract
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This study aimed to examine the relationship between the quality of early education and care
(ECEC) at nursery centers, kindergartens, and certified child care centers in a city in Tokyo and
various outcomes including child's developmental status, parent's mental health, and parent's
feelings toward his/her child. For this aim, following data was used; The Early Childhood
Environment Rating Scale, 3rd edition (Harms et al., 2016; hereinafter, ECERS-3), the KIDS Infant
Development Scale, the Strengths and Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ), the WHO-5, and the
Parental Feeling Questionnaire (Deater- Deckard, 2000). The results showed a positive correlation
between the overall ECERS-3 score and the subscales "receptive language," "expressive
language," and "language concepts" of the KIDS Infant Development Scale. The overall ECERS-3
score was also positively correlated with parents' good mental health and positive feelings toward
their children. There was no significant correlation between the overall ECERS-3 score and the
SDQ at the same time point, but there was after entering school; a significant negative correlation
between the overall ECERS-3 score and conduct problems and a significant positive correlation
with prosociality. The overall ECERS-3 score was also positively correlated with post-school
academic achievement (math and Japanese). These findings suggest that experiencing good
quality of ECEC during early childhood is associated with children's adaptive developmental status
and parents' good mental health. Based on these results, we plan to examine in detail the
relationships with various outcomes at the subscale and item level of the ECERS-3, and attempt to
construct a rating scale with higher predictive accuracy for these outcomes.
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Research on Elaboration of Quality Assessment of Early Childhood Education and Care

1. HIREBRFROBE

7 - R BEEBEFEM RS —ILDJ(Early Childhood Environment Rating Scale, 3rd edition, Harms et al.,, 2016; I2{53¥F5R, 2016; LI
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This study aimed to examine the relationship between the quality of early education and care (ECEC) at nursery centers,
kindergartens, and certified child care centers in a city in Tokyo and various outcomes including child’'s developmental status, parent’s
mental health, and parent’s feelings toward his/her child. For this aim, following data was used; The Early Childhood Environment
Rating Scale, 3rd edition (Harms et al., 2016; hereinafter, ECERS-3), the KIDS Infant Development Scale, the Strengths and
Difficulties Questionnaire (SDQ), the WHO-5, and the Parental Feeling Questionnaire (Deater— Deckard, 2000). The results showed a
positive correlation between the overall ECERS-3 score and the subscales “receptive language,” “expressive language,” and
“language concepts” of the KIDS Infant Development Scale. The overall ECERS-3 score was also positively correlated with parents’
good mental health and positive feelings toward their children. There was no significant correlation between the overall ECERS-3
score and the SDQ at the same time point, but there was after entering school; a significant negative correlation between the overall
ECERS-3 score and conduct problems and a significant positive correlation with prosociality. The overall ECERS-3 score was also
positively correlated with post—school academic achievement (math and Japanese). These findings suggest that experiencing good
quality of ECEC during early childhood is associated with children’s adaptive developmental status and parents’ good mental health.
Based on these results, we plan to examine in detail the relationships with various outcomes at the subscale and item level of the
ECERS-3, and attempt to construct a rating scale with higher predictive accuracy for these outcomes.
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