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This year, | started by collecting critical biographies served basic materials for Tokujiro Obata, who
played a leading role in the samurai society of the Nakatsu domain to build a new thought after the
Meiji Restoration. Obata was highly evaluated by his contemporaries, but his achievements were
quickly included with Fukuzawa's, and no biographical material has ever been compiled. This
research focuses not only on the ideas and actions of prominent figures, but also on the intellects
from the early modern period who accepted and universalized their ideas and actions in the Meiji
Restoration. | thought it appropriate to start collecting from his critical biography. | collected articles
until the Showa period and edited "Obata Tokujiro Biography Materials" | and Il. | also collected his
handwritten materials, mainly letters. | could see as the number of people who directly contacted
with Obata decreased, the image of Obata became a person who was mild and unassertive,
emerged though he played a leading role by translated many western books. It can be said that
was the process of becoming stereotyped the Meiji Restoration.

In addition, | started investigating the contact with Western studies after the Meiji period by the
person who oversaw the administration of the Nakatsu Domain in the late modern period.
Specifically, it is the materials of the Umeda family, the Kuwana family, the Suzuki family, and the
Henmi family, who were higher status Nakatsu samurai. This year, | researched materials before
the Meiji Restoration and found a unknown letter from Yukichi Fukuzawa's father, Hyakusuke. It
revealed that relationship between the upper and lower classes of the samurai society were not
severely restricted. The network of intellects in the early modern period should be given more
importance. Due to the corona crisis, it was not possible to fully investigate the Meiji and post-Meiji
era, and further investigation is necessary. Therefore, to understand the Meiji Restoration, it is
essential to elucidate the intellects'role that were formed in the early modern period.
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Transformation of Early Modern Intellect and Virtue in the Modern Japan —Focusing on the samurai society of the Nakatsu domain—
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This year, [ started by collecting critical biographies served basic materials for Tokujiro Obata, who played a leading role in the
samurai society of the Nakatsu domain to build a new thought after the Meiji Restoration. Obata was highly evaluated by his
contemporaries, but his achievements were quickly included with Fukuzawa's, and no biographical material has ever been compiled.
This research focuses not only on the ideas and actions of prominent figures, but also on the intellects from the early modern period
who accepted and universalized their ideas and actions in the Meiji Restoration. I thought it appropriate to start collecting from his
critical biography. I collected articles until the Showa period and edited “Obata Tokujiro Biography Materials” I and II. I also collected
his handwritten materials, mainly letters. I could see as the number of people who directly contacted with Obata decreased, the image
of Obata became a person who was mild and unassertive, emerged though he played a leading role by translated many western books.
It can be said that was the process of becoming stereotyped the Meiji Restoration.

In addition, I started investigating the contact with Western studies after the Meiji period by the person who oversaw the
administration of the Nakatsu Domain in the late modern period. Specifically, it is the materials of the Umeda family, the Kuwana
family, the Suzuki family, and the Henmi family, who were higher status Nakatsu samurai. This year, | researched materials before the
Meiji Restoration and found a unknown letter from Yukichi Fukuzawa's father, Hyakusuke. It revealed that relationship between the
upper and lower classes of the samurai society were not severely restricted. The network of intellects in the early modern period
should be given more importance. Due to the corona crisis, it was not possible to fully investigate the Meiji and post—Meiji era, and
further investigation is necessary. Therefore, to understand the Meiji Restoration, it is essential to elucidate the intellects’ role that
were formed in the early modern period.
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