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Abstract

COVID-19BREDNILEARE, Z<NDETEROBMEEFELOEFBOA > SA L2t z5 0L 1,
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FREZDMPEROHEFZERENTIYYFLET—2Z2FAL T, HEDICTAFIILY, OOF
BOZREAHBEFOUE—FHBFORER, TOREROHEOERXIIEALDRZARNICS
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CENDA2fc RED 22X, AVTA U BERRTEBNICKEZENZE > TVWR R
EOHEBERICEVWT, ANFAVTAUHET IV EAOEEEZE K, AFYBEREZICES>DTOR
BRICE2>TVWAAZ, 2EOT—ZTHREICRLERT, BHENEEZA TV, B=I1C, &2
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The COVID-19 pandemic has forced schools around the world to close, and Japanese schools
struggled to switch to online education. We studied two topics. First, using nationwide data from
Japan, we examined the determinants of at-school and outside-school online experiences and
parental demands for at-school online education. We observed that children in private schools and
those from high-income households received more online education at school, and children from
high-income households and those with a highly educated parent experienced more online
education outside of school. Further, we found that a greater increase of COVID-19 was
associated with increased access to online education outside of school, especially for children in
private schools and those with a highly educated parent. We also found that household income
and parent's high educational level are also associated with higher demand for at-school online
education. Second, using governmental nationwide data of school ICT and teachers' working hours
matched at the municipality level, we examined the causal impact of schools' ICT equipment and
teachers' IT skills on the provision of online education and communication with students' families.
The results suggest a bottleneck in implementing online education caused by a lack of basic ICT
equipment, while teachers' IT skills were not relevant. IT skills were, however, associated with
teachers' working hours. The results highlight the bottleneck of expanding remote education while
closing the gap in access to remote learning among families and areas, which should be useful for
policymakers in Japan where remote education is less developed among advanced countries.
Third, we completed a theoretical paper that discusses the importance of the community
mechanism that complements the market and power mechanisms in an economic system during
an era of crisis. The first paper was released as a discussion paper at the Institute for Economic
Studies at Keio, and is currently under review by a referee journal. The second paper is under
revision and was accepted for a presentation at the Japanese Economic Association Spring
Meeting, and the third paper is forthcoming in a referee journal.
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1. BFEERREEOBE

COVID-19 BEE DKL, E<NDETERDHABEEFELDEF DAL SAbZEL =5, ARRREETIE. WA TEIZZD
DHENEATNS, T BADEET —A2ANT. REESIZLZFRN-ZRINDIUSAUHBOFADE, ZLT. 8EH
SREAVSAVHEENDEENERERIILEHER. AIFROFEL, EFBREDFELFI. ERATHUSAIVEBEEZITH1E
ANHY . BFEOE. EFB0RDFELIIERNEABTEELZTHERIZHIENOM o=, Tf-, AOFELEDIHRAMNKE
Mol-E T, EFBROBEDFEL. I DFELETERNA VTSIV EBEIEOTERIZH 1=, SOHIZ. BFE. BFEOHRIF
EERRNTOAUSAVEBELEOERL LI oz, B2 EOZROBERILFAELHEDBEARAELZ PN ERDOBEEERE
SEBMTIYFLET—2E2FALT. ZA® ICT X /LA, a0+ BOZEFAEIB T D E— B OEEDL. TOFREOLKED
BEICEZ-MRERRMICHNLU-, FOHE . HEDRF LT E—MEOEEICIKIFEAEZELLGLD, BEEHSTH
BELAHDIER. ZL T ICT M DFEERIZAD LA E—MEREIZTSRAOMENH I Db ofz. ULED2HXIE. A5
A BERECEEBMNICKEEENEZ LD TLWAEAEDHBERERICESVWC ANA U SA VBB T I ERDIBEZEH . AINEE
HISCE-TORBIZE>TVEANE, 2EDT —2 THEISRLUE-AT, BIHIMEEZTOS, ESC. HEABHMIKRIZE TS
AN X LPENANZXLDRAZHSI LR AN X LDREZDNT, BRABXENEL:, E—RXIIEEAERD
TAARNYLIUR—R—ELTAR. BEEMEICKREL. FE2RXE. SED AR FFETRERNZEINBETR., E=HX
[THRARE->TND,

2. WFREREEFEOME (FER)

The COVID—-19 pandemic has forced schools around the world to close, and Japanese schools struggled to switch to online education.
We studied two topics. First, using nationwide data from Japan, we examined the determinants of at—school and outside—school online
experiences and parental demands for at—school online education. We observed that children in private schools and those from high—
income households received more online education at school, and children from high—income households and those with a highly
educated parent experienced more online education outside of school. Further, we found that a greater increase of COVID-19 was
associated with increased access to online education outside of school, especially for children in private schools and those with a
highly educated parent. We also found that household income and parent’ s high educational level are also associated with higher
demand for at—school online education. Second, using governmental nationwide data of school ICT and teachers’ working hours
matched at the municipality level, we examined the causal impact of schools’ ICT equipment and teachers’ IT skills on the provision
of online education and communication with students’ families. The results suggest a bottleneck in implementing online education
caused by a lack of basic ICT equipment, while teachers’ IT skills were not relevant. IT skills were, however, associated with
teachers’ working hours. The results highlight the bottleneck of expanding remote education while closing the gap in access to
remote learning among families and areas, which should be useful for policymakers in Japan where remote education is less developed
among advanced countries. Third, we completed a theoretical paper that discusses the importance of the community mechanism that
complements the market and power mechanisms in an economic system during an era of crisis. The first paper was released as a
discussion paper at the Institute for Economic Studies at Keio, and is currently under review by a referee journal. The second paper is
under revision and was accepted for a presentation at the Japanese Economic Association Spring Meeting, and the third paper is
forthcoming in a referee journal.
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