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In 2021, we cooperated with the Shakespeare Company in Sendai for the research with the
intention of performing a Shakespeare's tragedy, based on the "True Translation: Shakespeare's
Four Great Tragedies" (translated by Mikiko Ishii and supervised by Chiaki Yokoyama) published
as a research result of the Keio University Academic Development Fund in 2019. This year, we
started a study group inviting two main lecturers: Prof. Mikiko Ishii, a professor emeritus at
Kanagawa University who is an expert in the history of the Elizabethan Era, and Prof. Kazumi
Shimodate, a professor at Tohoku Gakuin University who also presides over the Shakespeare
Company. In the fall, we received a request from Tagajo City near Sendai for the possibility of
setting the Shakespeare theater in 2024 as a commemorative project for the 1300th anniversary of
the founding of the castle, Tagajo, and we expanded our research team and held reading meetings
with the members of Tagajo City Office. Performing Shakespeare plays symbolizes the
reconstruction of Tohoku, which was severely damaged by the Great Tohoku Earthquake in 2011,
and aims the reconstruction of global human relations, which will connect those who have been
divided by the pandemic damage globally since the year 2020. The play proposed by Tagajo City,
"The Winter's Tale", is most suitable for those aims. Thus the translation of "The Winter's Tale
(Fuyu Monogatari)" and the discussion of the contents started. At the study session held in Tokyo,
research of "The Winter's Tale" and making its Japanese translation were conducted online with
the Sendai team. For the discussions with the members of the Shakespeare Company and of
Tagajo City Office, the project leader, Chiaki Yokoyama, and Prof. Mikiko Ishii headed to Sendai
and Tagajo City, holding a series of hybrid study meetings and reading sessions with Prof. Ishii
and Prof. Kazumi Shimodate of the Shakespeare Company as lecturers. As a result, the translation
of "Fuyu Monogatari" was completed at the end of January, and in February, we analyzed the
translation and discussed with the Sendai team, leading to the final translation.
In addition to "The Winter's Tale", we also held a research session on "Romeo and Juliet", which
has a strong influence of the pandemic, with Prof. Toichi Izawa (a professor emeritus at Takushoku
University) as a lecturer. Thus researchers shared the significance of reading and performing
Shakespeare plays in the age of COVID-19.
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Learning from Shakespeare in the Age of COVID-19——Performing Shakespeare’s Tragedies
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In 2021, we cooperated with the Shakespeare Company in Sendai for the research with the intention of performing a Shakespeare's
tragedy, based on the “True Translation: Shakespeare's Four Great Tragedies” (translated by Mikiko Ishii and supervised by Chiaki
Yokoyama) published as a research result of the Keio University Academic Development Fund in 2019. This year, we started a study
group inviting two main lecturers: Prof. Mikiko Ishii, a professor emeritus at Kanagawa University who is an expert in the history of the
Elizabethan Era, and Prof. Kazumi Shimodate, a professor at Tohoku Gakuin University who also presides over the Shakespeare
Company. In the fall, we received a request from Tagajo City near Sendai for the possibility of setting the Shakespeare theater in
2024 as a commemorative project for the 1300th anniversary of the founding of the castle, Tagajo, and we expanded our research
team and held reading meetings with the members of Tagajo City Office. Performing Shakespeare plays symbolizes the reconstruction
of Tohoku, which was severely damaged by the Great Tohoku Earthquake in 2011, and aims the reconstruction of global human
relations, which will connect those who have been divided by the pandemic damage globally since the year 2020. The play proposed by
Tagajo City, “The Winter's Tale”, is most suitable for those aims. Thus the translation of “The Winter's Tale (Fuyu Monogatari)” and
the discussion of the contents started. At the study session held in Tokyo, research of “The Winter's Tale” and making its Japanese
translation were conducted online with the Sendai team. For the discussions with the members of the Shakespeare Company and of
Tagajo City Office, the project leader, Chiaki Yokoyama, and Prof. Mikiko Ishii headed to Sendai and Tagajo City, holding a series of
hybrid study meetings and reading sessions with Prof. Ishii and Prof. Kazumi Shimodate of the Shakespeare Company as lecturers. As
a result, the translation of “Fuyu Monogatari” was completed at the end of January, and in February, we analyzed the translation and
discussed with the Sendai team, leading to the final translation.

In addition to “The Winter's Tale”, we also held a research session on “Romeo and Juliet”, which has a strong influence of the
pandemic, with Prof. Toichi Izawa (a professor emeritus at Takushoku University) as a lecturer. Thus researchers shared the
significance of reading and performing Shakespeare plays in the age of COVID-19.
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