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In 1950-60s U. S., the African American writer and civil rights activist James Baldwin (1924-87)
was widely recognized as one of the eminent social and cultural commentators. His reputation
dwindled in the late 1960s when a younger, more militant generation of African American activists
emerged, who then attacked Baldwin for his homosexuality. However, in the 2010s, with the rising
awareness of the LGBTQ and Black Lives Matter movements, we are witnessing a Baldwin revival.
Indeed, the inaugural volume of James Baldwin Review launched in 2015 opens with an essay
entitled "Baltimore is Still Burning: The Rising Relevance of James Baldwin" by its co-editors.
Evoking the fierce urgency of now with its inflammatory title, the essay calls our attention to the
relevance of Baldwin to this day. Indeed, numerous essays and articles, as well as Raoul Peck's
film | Am Not Your Negro (2016), have illustrated what Baldwin had to say about society in the US
during the Civil Rights era, and in its wake, has not lost its edge over the passage of time but rings
even truer today, especially so in this past decade.

This project reevaluates Baldwin's whole career as well as every novel he published from today's
perspective. The project also pays attention to the way "race" has been conceptualized in
accordance with the institutionalization of African American studies programs in U. S. academia,
with which Baldwin had deep yet somewhat vexed relationship.

In academic year 2021, the project made progress in two aspects: a comprehensive review of his
biographies and a study focusing on his last novel, Just Above My Head (1979). As for the former,
| have published a part of my research in The Keio University Hiyoshi Review of English Studies.
Building on several biographical studies on Baldwin, | have focused on his relationship to Civil
Rights leaders and their successors, revealing how he was often alienated in African American
communities because of his homosexuality. | have also paid attention to Baldwin's activities at
college campuses in his later stage of life.

| read a paper on Just Above My Head at the Annual Meeting of the American Studies Association.
The paper examines the novel in its exploration of family relations and the role of music both in
forming the family ties and (re-)constructing individuals' identities. The comments | received during
the session were helpful in revising my paper.

Notes

Genre

Research Paper




URL https://koara.lib.keio.ac.jp/xoonips/modules/xoonips/detail.php?koara_id=2021000003-20210221

BRESFBAZZMERVARD NU(KOARA)ICEBEHEATVWAR AV TV OEEER., ThThOEESE, ZLFTLFHRLWRTECREL. TOEINEEEEEICELST
REETNTVET, 5lACHLE>TR., EFEELZZETFLTIRASEZL,

The copyrights of content available on the KeiO Associated Repository of Academic resources (KOARA) belong to the respective authors, academic societies, or
publishers/issuers, and these rights are protected by the Japanese Copyright Act. When quoting the content, please follow the Japanese copyright act.


http://www.tcpdf.org

2021 R FERMES (EAMTE) srrmrsssss 200 E

i) XEEER B4 HHR
MoEREE FEEE (300 (A) FH
K4 it Fi K4 (FE) |Hideo Tsuji

HHIERE (AAFE

DA LR AR—ILR I BEHE D 7= D EHEFH T

e (GER)

&

Reevaluation of James Baldwin in the 21st Century
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In 1950-60s U. S., the African American writer and civil rights activist James Baldwin (1924-87) was widely recognized as one of the
eminent social and cultural commentators. His reputation dwindled in the late 1960s when a younger, more militant generation of
African American activists emerged, who then attacked Baldwin for his homosexuality. However, in the 2010s, with the rising
awareness of the LGBTQ and Black Lives Matter movements, we are witnessing a Baldwin revival.

Indeed, the inaugural volume of James Baldwin Review launched in 2015 opens with an essay entitled “Baltimore is Still Burning:
The Rising Relevance of James Baldwin” by its co—editors. Evoking the fierce urgency of now with its inflammatory title, the essay
calls our attention to the relevance of Baldwin to this day. Indeed, numerous essays and articles, as well as Raoul Peck’s film I Am
Not Your Negro (2016), have illustrated what Baldwin had to say about society in the US during the Civil Rights era, and in its wake,
has not lost its edge over the passage of time but rings even truer today, especially so in this past decade.

This project reevaluates Baldwin’s whole career as well as every novel he published from today’s perspective. The project also pays
attention to the way “race” has been conceptualized in accordance with the institutionalization of African American studies programs
in U. S. academia, with which Baldwin had deep yet somewhat vexed relationship.

In academic year 2021, the project made progress in two aspects: a comprehensive review of his biographies and a study focusing
on his last novel, Just Above My Head (1979). As for the former, I have published a part of my research in The Keio University
Hiyoshi Review of English Studies. Building on several biographical studies on Baldwin, I have focused on his relationship to Civil
Rights leaders and their successors, revealing how he was often alienated in African American communities because of his
homosexuality. I have also paid attention to Baldwin's activities at college campuses in his later stage of life.

I read a paper on Just Above My Head at the Annual Meeting of the American Studies Association. The paper examines the novel in
its exploration of family relations and the role of music both in forming the family ties and (re—)constructing individuals’ identities. The
comments I received during the session were helpful in revising my paper.
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