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The principal achievement made possible by the Academic Development Fund for 2021 was a
research paper titled "The Polysemous Structure of the Japanese Verb toru: A Cognitive-Grammar
Approach," which was published in the 143rd issue of Kyoyo-Ronso.

For the verb toru, the Japanese-language dictionary of Daijirin lists 10 major groups, 73 middle
groups, and 14 minor groups, identifying a total of as many as 81 usages. In the paper, these
usages were individually examined, and a significant number of them were shown to be highly
incoherent with overlapping descriptions and inappropriate place-ments. Even with the admission
that the very nature of a dictionary necessitates selecting a vast number of entries and identifying
their usages with limited time and resources, this incoherence unfortunately constitutes some
gross inadequacy.

Furthermore, a revised classification of the usages of the verb was presented that would overcome
the problems pointed out for its entry in Daijirin. The proposed reclassi-fication contains 10 major
groups with 14 subgroups, listing only 21 consolidated usages. It is highly coherent, making it
possible to clearly illustrate the similarities and differences among the usages. In addition, in
comparison with this proposed reclassification, Kunihi-ro (1997)'s reclassification was examined.
Not only the serious problem of his simply ac-cepting and following the major grouping in Daijirin
without substantive modification but also the inadequacy of classifying the major groups based on
their abstractness was point-ed out.

Finally, the semantic structures of the usages in the reclassification were elucidated using the
framework of Cognitive Grammar. To be more exact, the similarities and the dif-ferences among
the individual usages were presented precisely and in great detail by providing graphic
representations of the semantic structures involved. Furthermore, the source of extension of each
usage was clearly identified, with some usages having multiple sources. In addition, major
differences detected between certain pairs of usages were shown to be the result of successive
chain extensions. In sum, this paper succeeded in vis-ually and precisely showing how the multiple
usages of the verb toru as a whole form a closely-knit network with individual usages related to
each other in some intricate ways and manners.
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A study on the theoretical superiority of Cognitive Grammar
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The principal achievement made possible by the Academic Development Fund for 2021 was a research paper titled “The
Polysemous Structure of the Japanese Verb toru: A Cognitive-Grammar Approach,” which was published in the 143rd issue of
Kyoyo—Ronso.

For the verb toru, the Japanese—language dictionary of Daijirin lists 10 major groups, 73 middle groups, and 14 minor groups,
identifying a total of as many as 81 usages. In the paper, these usages were individually examined, and a significant number of them
were shown to be highly incoherent with overlapping descriptions and inappropriate place—ments. Even with the admission that the
very nature of a dictionary necessitates selecting a vast number of entries and identifying their usages with limited time and
resources, this incoherence unfortunately constitutes some gross inadequacy.

Furthermore, a revised classification of the usages of the verb was presented that would overcome the problems pointed out for
its entry in Daijirin. The proposed reclassi—fication contains 10 major groups with 14 subgroups, listing only 21 consolidated usages. It
is highly coherent, making it possible to clearly illustrate the similarities and differences among the usages. In addition, in comparison
with this proposed reclassification, Kunihi-ro (1997)’ s reclassification was examined. Not only the serious problem of his simply ac—
cepting and following the major grouping in Daijirin without substantive modification but also the inadequacy of classifying the major
groups based on their abstractness was point—ed out.

Finally, the semantic structures of the usages in the reclassification were elucidated using the framework of Cognitive Grammar.
To be more exact, the similarities and the dif-ferences among the individual usages were presented precisely and in great detail by
providing graphic representations of the semantic structures involved. Furthermore, the source of extension of each usage was
clearly identified, with some usages having multiple sources. In addition, major differences detected between certain pairs of usages
were shown to be the result of successive chain extensions. In sum, this paper succeeded in vis—ually and precisely showing how the
multiple usages of the verb toru as a whole form a closely—knit network with individual usages related to each other in some intricate
ways and manners.
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