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The purpose of this study is to read the "biography" genre of artists in the French Romantic period.
The recent studies having shown the importance of the "biography" genre in the 19th century,
which was called the "century of biography" (Diaz, 2011; Casalena, 2012; Jefferson, 2012), this
study focus on Canova, neoclassical sculptor, who enjoyed the fame in all Europe in the early 19th
century, and, especially, on Stendhal's references to this sculptor in his diaries, art criticism, and
travelogues. | investigate also Canova's biographies published in the 19th century (Missirini, 1824;
Quatremere de Quincy, 1834) and 19th-century dictionaries (Biographie universelle; Biographie
nouvelle des contemporains; Annuaire nécrologique). Based on the above, | presented a paper on
Stendhal's image of Canova, comparing it with the image of Canova described in the same period.
The paper discusses the following four perspectives: 1) the process of production in the studio of
sculptor, 2) the role of the patronage in the formation of his career, 3) his relationship with
Napoleon, and 4) his contribution to the restitution of art works in Italy in1815. In this way, | was
able to discuss not only the issues of the "biography" genre, but also the various issues
surrounding the image of the artist in the context of the early 19th century. Regarding the first
point, | discussed the characteristics of Canova's studio work in comparison with the writings of
Stendhal and his contemporaries. Regarding the second point, | discussed the classical role of
"biography-life" as an "exampla". Regarding the third point, | discussed the relationship between
artists and those in power, based on the studies on the image of artists such as Kris, Kurz, and
Wittkower. Regarding the last point, | discussed the cultural exchange and the political conflict
between Italy and France.
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Study of Artists Biographies in the French Romantic Period
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The purpose of this study is to read the “biography” genre of artists in the French Romantic period. The recent studies having shown
the importance of the “biography” genre in the 19th century, which was called the “century of biography” (Diaz, 2011; Casalena,
2012; Jefferson, 2012), this study focus on Canova, neoclassical sculptor, who enjoyed the fame in all Europe in the early 19th
century, and, especially, on Stendhal’s references to this sculptor in his diaries, art criticism, and travelogues. | investigate also
Canova's biographies published in the 19th century (Missirini, 1824; Quatremére de Quincy, 1834) and 19th—century dictionaries
(Biographie universelle; Biographie nouvelle des contemporains; Annuaire nécrologique). Based on the above, I presented a paper on
Stendhal’'s image of Canova, comparing it with the image of Canova described in the same period. The paper discusses the following
four perspectives: 1) the process of production in the studio of sculptor, 2) the role of the patronage in the formation of his career, 3)
his relationship with Napoleon, and 4) his contribution to the restitution of art works in Italy in1815. In this way, I was able to discuss
not only the issues of the “biography” genre, but also the various issues surrounding the image of the artist in the context of the
early 19th century. Regarding the first point, I discussed the characteristics of Canova’s studio work in comparison with the writings
of Stendhal and his contemporaries. Regarding the second point, I discussed the classical role of “biography-life” as an “exampla”.
Regarding the third point, I discussed the relationship between artists and those in power, based on the studies on the image of
artists such as Kris, Kurz, and Wittkower. Regarding the last point, | discussed the cultural exchange and the political conflict between
Italy and France.
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