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Below is an outline of my major research activities and outputs during the fiscal year of 2021 (i.e.

the second year of my ongoing three-year research project/proposal):

1) Further progress on my research into the nature, development and reception of cosmopolitan
aestheticism in Britain between the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth century, with
reference to the latest historical/critical resources made available by my successful application to
the Keio Academic Development Funds 2021. These included a significant number of new
academic monographs and studies by leading scholars in the field, as well as many of important
but neglected historical books and documents, both in English and Japanese, that could help
illustrate the global context of aestheticism and its aftermath.

2) (Based on the above) Publication/presentation of my work to a wider academic audience than in
the previous few years. In AY 2021, | was given the opportunities to present a significant portion of
my research results before the following conferences and meetings relevant to this project, which
include but are not limited to: an invited talk in June, 'An Encouragement for Studying Abroad: The
Academic Values of Offline Learning', for the English Postgraduate Research Seminar (organised
by the Department of English and American Literature, the Graduate School of Letters, Keio
University); an invited lecture in June, on 'Aestheticism and Gender/Sexuality: Aspects of the Late
Nineteenth-Century British Literary Networks', delivered as part of a Keio lecture series entitled
"Transformation of Gender I'; a talk on John Sparrow's Association Copies (1978) before the 43rd
meeting of The Keio University Society of Bibliophiles (of which | have served as Secretary for
many years), which | also organised and chaired online; an invited talk in September, on 'The
Importance of Doing Nothing: Styles of Radical ldleness/Laziness in Oscar Wilde', delivered at the
Nineteenth-century English Studies Joint Conference, which | attended as a representative of The
Oscar Wilde Society of Japan; an invited talk in October, on 'Novelty in Walter Pater', at the 59th
annual meeting of The Walter Pater Society of Japan; and an invited talk in January, entitled
'Against Nature: The Place of Realism in British Aestheticism’, delivered at the "Travelling Realism:




Encounters with the Outside World in Modern Literature' symposium, organised by The Literary
Realism Research Group. A book based on this academic symposium is planned to be published
within the next couple of years (by Genki Shobo), to which | am preparing to contribute a chapter
that will be a revised and expanded version of the paper | read at the symposium.
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Remapping the Development of Cosmopolitan Aestheticism in Modern British Literary Culture and its Place in the History of Ideas
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Below is an outline of my major research activities and outputs during the fiscal year of 2021 (i.e. the second year of my ongoing
three—year research project/proposal):

1) Further progress on my research into the nature, development and reception of cosmopolitan aestheticism in Britain between the
late nineteenth century and the early twentieth century, with reference to the latest historical/critical resources made available by
my successful application to the Keio Academic Development Funds 2021. These included a significant number of new academic
monographs and studies by leading scholars in the field, as well as many of important but neglected historical books and documents,
both in English and Japanese, that could help illustrate the global context of aestheticism and its aftermath.

2) (Based on the above) Publication/presentation of my work to a wider academic audience than in the previous few years. In AY
2021, I was given the opportunities to present a significant portion of my research results before the following conferences and
meetings relevant to this project, which include but are not limited to: an invited talk in June, ‘An Encouragement for Studying
Abroad: The Academic Values of Offline Learning’, for the English Postgraduate Research Seminar (organised by the Department of
English and American Literature, the Graduate School of Letters, Keio University); an invited lecture in June, on ‘Aestheticism and
Gender/Sexuality: Aspects of the Late Nineteenth—-Century British Literary Networks’, delivered as part of a Keio lecture series
entitled ‘Transformation of Gender I’ ; a talk on John Sparrow’ s Association Copies (1978) before the 43rd meeting of The Keio
University Society of Bibliophiles (of which [ have served as Secretary for many years), which I also organised and chaired online; an
invited talk in September, on ‘The Importance of Doing Nothing: Styles of Radical Idleness/Laziness in Oscar Wilde’, delivered at the
Nineteenth—century English Studies Joint Conference, which I attended as a representative of The Oscar Wilde Society of Japan; an
invited talk in October, on ‘Novelty in Walter Pater’, at the 59th annual meeting of The Walter Pater Society of Japan; and an invited
talk in January, entitled ‘Against Nature: The Place of Realism in British Aestheticism’, delivered at the ‘Travelling Realism:
Encounters with the Outside World in Modern Literature’ symposium, organised by The Literary Realism Research Group. A book
based on this academic symposium is planned to be published within the next couple of years (by Genki Shobo), to which I am
preparing to contribute a chapter that will be a revised and expanded version of the paper I read at the symposium.
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