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The purpose of this study is to digitally describe the financial documents produced in Spain and its
colonies in the Early Modern period,

especially those produced by the merchants. At present, attempts to input data from Spanish-
speaking financial materials and utilize them as digital resources are limited to individual research,
and there is no common rule for the description. However, financial documents were created
according to the rules established for the each format, and it is possible to digitize and share them.
If this can be achieved, it will be possible to search and analyze the data in wider context.

With this kind of interest, we plans to formulate rules for inputting historical financial data. This year
marks his second year of his three-year plan, with the goal of increasing the actual number of data
entries based on the provisional common rules developed in the previous year. To that end, we
first expanded the data obtained from the ledgers of the Salamanca Company, created in Burgos,
northern Spain in the 16th century, which was used as a starting point for creating common rules in
the previous year. As we find the contextual information for the ledger of Ochoa Perez inadequate
for text encoding by the same standard of the Salamanca Company in the previous year's
research, this year, we proceeded with the data analysis of the documents from Arlanson
Company prepared in the same city.

As a tentative result, we confirm the usefulness of the text encoding method and its extended
format for historical financial materials, which we are developing from the previous year. But in
order to describe and analyze variations such as different word orders and spellings depending on
the author, we have found more sophisticated encoding needed and this part of research was left
for the next year.

Regarding the context information necessary for handling more diverse ledgers, we find more
efforts required to expand our knowledge on commercial vocabularies. In such purpose, we have
continued the library research at the Temri Library, and have realized that the analysis of Spanish
and Portuguese literature on commercial activities needs to be continued.
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Developing TEI method for historical accounting records of Early Modern Iberian World
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The purpose of this study is to digitally describe the financial documents produced in Spain and its colonies in the Early Modern
period,

especially those produced by the merchants. At present, attempts to input data from Spanish—speaking financial materials and utilize
them as digital resources are limited to individual research, and there is no common rule for the description. However, financial
documents were created according to the rules established for the each format, and it is possible to digitize and share them. If this
can be achieved, it will be possible to search and analyze the data in wider context.

With this kind of interest, we plans to formulate rules for inputting historical financial data. This year marks his second year of his
three—year plan, with the goal of increasing the actual number of data entries based on the provisional common rules developed in the
previous year. To that end, we first expanded the data obtained from the ledgers of the Salamanca Company, created in Burgos,
northern Spain in the 16th century, which was used as a starting point for creating common rules in the previous year. As we find the
contextual information for the ledger of Ochoa Perez inadequate for text encoding by the same standard of the Salamanca Company
in the previous year’s research, this year, we proceeded with the data analysis of the documents from Arlanson Company prepared in
the same city.

As a tentative result, we confirm the usefulness of the text encoding method and its extended format for historical financial materials,
which we are developing from the previous year. But in order to describe and analyze variations such as different word orders and
spellings depending on the author, we have found more sophisticated encoding needed and this part of research was left for the next
year.

Regarding the context information necessary for handling more diverse ledgers, we find more efforts required to expand our
knowledge on commercial vocabularies. In such purpose, we have continued the library research at the Temri Library, and have
realized that the analysis of Spanish and Portuguese literature on commercial activities needs to be continued.
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