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Based on the concepts of planetary by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak and island world by Gary
Okihiro, by reproducing and analyzing both American theater and theater culture of Japanese
immigrants in Hawai'i from the late 19th to the early 20th centuries, this study aimed to reconsider
the conventional theater history that is centered on theater activities within the boundaries of the
mainland U.S. and the Broadway / non-Broadway binary perspectives.

Following such basic stance, this year the researcher examined the notion of "location" where
culture emerges and develops. Focusing on the three locations --- Broadway, Harlem and theater
circuits --- where African American theaters flourished during the age of Harlem Renaissance, the
study clarified the complexity of American theater culture in terms of both race and class.

The researcher studied at University of Hawai'i at Manoa as a visiting scholar until August 2021.
As in the third year of the ongoing three-year-project, the researcher continued on the project of
collecting articles, reviews and advertisements on contemporary performances in Hawai'i from
English newspapers Pacific Commercial Advertiser and Japanese newspaper The Yamato
Shimbun (first published in 1895).
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Study on American and Japanese Theater Cultures in Early Hawai'i
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Based on the concepts of planetary by Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak and island world by Gary Okihiro, by reproducing and analyzing
both American theater and theater culture of Japanese immigrants in Hawai' i from the late 19th to the early 20th centuries, this
study aimed to reconsider the conventional theater history that is centered on theater activities within the boundaries of the
mainland U.S. and the Broadway / non—Broadway binary perspectives.

Following such basic stance, this year the researcher examined the notion of “location” where culture emerges and develops.
Focusing on the three locations ——— Broadway, Harlem and theater circuits ——— where African American theaters flourished during the
age of Harlem Renaissance, the study clarified the complexity of American theater culture in terms of both race and class.

The researcher studied at University of Hawai'i at Manoa as a visiting scholar until August 2021. As in the third year of the ongoing
three—year—project, the researcher continued on the project of collecting articles, reviews and advertisements on contemporary
performances in Hawai'i from English newspapers Pacific Commercial Advertiser and Japanese newspaper The Yamato Shimbun (first
published in 1895).
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