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The purpose of this project is to focus on the works of 19th century American women writers in
which people are bound together by emotional ties, not by blood ties, such as sympathy regardless
of the differences in gender, race, and class.

In 2021, | focused mainly on Susan Warner's The Wide, Wide World (1850) and Maria Cummins'
The Lamplighter (1854), the literary works featuring orphans, to examine family formation based on
"ties" of sympathy, not blood, as well as the relationship between the orphan and mobility.

Critic Jerry Griswold points out that children's literature in 19th century America is full of orphans,
discussing the affinity between America and "children" (or orphans). Griswold argues orphans as
representing America as a child independent of its "Mother Country" (England), considering the
historical background of the United States. There are, however, other aspects of orphans in
literature that are worth noting. For one thing, orphans, following a literary convention, are
supposed to acquire a new family. As Cindy Weinstein acutely points out, this is important because
it presents a desirable family which is spiritually bound by sympathy.

Another important point is that the orphans in Warner's and Cummins' works have to have mobility:
they are required to move in order to meet new family members. This study examines the
relationship between mobility and orphans by showing that the "Orphan Train" project initiated by
Charles Loring Brace was a possible background of mid-19th century orphan literature. The
migration of children without families to the West transforms them into laborers, which, as
suggested by Cummins' novel, also reminds us of the controversial issue of slavery in the United
States. Here, the orphan without a family overlaps with slaves; both of them are excluded from the
modern family system. Orphans in the 19th century American literature were, thus, given a
significant role to show the importance of building a family through sympathy.
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The purpose of this project is to focus on the works of 19th century American women writers in which people are bound together by
emotional ties, not by blood ties, such as sympathy regardless of the differences in gender, race, and class.

In 2021, 1 focused mainly on Susan Warner's The Wide, Wide World (1850) and Maria Cummins’ The Lamplighter (1854), the literary
works featuring orphans, to examine family formation based on “ties” of sympathy, not blood, as well as the relationship between the
orphan and mobility.

Critic Jerry Griswold points out that children’s literature in 19th century America is full of orphans, discussing the affinity between
America and “children” (or orphans). Griswold argues orphans as representing America as a child independent of its “Mother
Country” (England), considering the historical background of the United States. There are, however, other aspects of orphans in
literature that are worth noting. For one thing, orphans, following a literary convention, are supposed to acquire a new family. As Cindy
Weinstein acutely points out, this is important because it presents a desirable family which is spiritually bound by sympathy.

Another important point is that the orphans in Warner's and Cummins’ works have to have mobility: they are required to move in
order to meet new family members. This study examines the relationship between mobility and orphans by showing that the “Orphan
Train” project initiated by Charles Loring Brace was a possible background of mid—19th century orphan literature. The migration of
children without families to the West transforms them into laborers, which, as suggested by Cummins’ novel, also reminds us of the
controversial issue of slavery in the United States. Here, the orphan without a family overlaps with slaves; both of them are excluded
from the modern family system. Orphans in the 19th century American literature were, thus, given a significant role to show the
importance of building a family through sympathy.
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