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Varied and beautiful craft products are in use in daily life in Japan: their manufacture is given a
level of care and attention unique to this country. The techniques to make the hand-crafted items
are passed down from generation to generation, and the expertise in producing diverse,
sophisticated craft products using traditional techniques and mainly natural, local, materials, is
appreciated worldwide. Each craft has its own regional characteristics. It is said that many of these
craft techniques were already established in each region during the Edo period (1603-1868).

The purpose of this study is to consider the current situation of Japanese traditional craft industries
in the Tohoku region and their impacts on the local community.

First, the history of traditional craftsmanship in Japan is documented, on a general level as well as
the protective measures concerning it. Then, documentation concerning the characteristics and
history of craftsmanship in the Tohoku region was collected.

The plan was to focus on several craftsmen and to interview them about the history of their family
business and the difficulties they now face, such as raw material shortages, lack of a successor,
difficulties of the business environment.... The Corona virus pandemic prevented an extensive field
survey being carried out at this stage. If circumstances permit, field surveys including interviews
will be resumed.

This first field survey in the Tohoku region was based on the "traditional crafts" designated by the
Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry. The production areas and crafts (which are more than
100 years old) are as follows.

Aomori Prefecture: "Tsugaru-Nuri" (lacquerware) and "Tsugaru Kogin-Sashi" (weaving), lwate
Prefecture: "nanbu-tekki" (ironware) and "Joboji-Nuri" (lacquerware). Akita Prefecture: "Odate
Wage-Wappa" (bentwood work). Yamagata Prefecture: "Yamagata Imono" (casting) and "
Yonezawa, Oitama Tsumugi" (weaving). Miyagi Prefecture: "Miyagi Dento Kokeshi (Togatta
Kokeshi / Naruko Kokeshi)" (wooden doll). Fukushima Prefecture: "Aizu Hongo-Yaki"(ceramics).
Even with this limited field survey, we were nevertheless able to appreciate the specificities and the




beauty of each of these objects and their inestimable value as a regional cultural heritage and in a
broader sense as part of a national cultural heritage.

The craftsmen succeed in proudly transmitting their knowledge to the next generation despite the
problems they face. They adapt their products to changes in tastes within Japan and abroad, whilst
respecting traditional techniques. They do receive government and local financial supports. The
production and sale of these traditional craft products contributes to local employment.
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The traditional crafts industry in the Tohoku Region (Japan)
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Varied and beautiful craft products are in use in daily life in Japan: their manufacture is given a level of care and attention unique to
this country. The techniques to make the hand—crafted items are passed down from generation to generation, and the expertise in
producing diverse, sophisticated craft products using traditional techniques and mainly natural, local, materials, is appreciated
worldwide. Each craft has its own regional characteristics. It is said that many of these craft techniques were already established in
each region during the Edo period (1603—1868).

The purpose of this study is to consider the current situation of Japanese traditional craft industries in the Tohoku region and their
impacts on the local community.

First, the history of traditional craftsmanship in Japan is documented, on a general level as well as the protective measures
concerning it. Then, documentation concerning the characteristics and history of craftsmanship in the Tohoku region was collected.
The plan was to focus on several craftsmen and to interview them about the history of their family business and the difficulties they
now face, such as raw material shortages, lack of a successor, difficulties of the business environment---.The Corona virus pandemic
prevented an extensive field survey being carried out at this stage. If circumstances permit, field surveys including interviews will be
resumed.

This first field survey in the Tohoku region was based on the “traditional crafts” designated by the Minister of Economy, Trade and
Industry. The production areas and crafts (which are more than 100 years old) are as follows.

Aomori Prefecture: “Tsugaru-Nuri” (lacquerware) and “Tsugaru Kogin—-Sashi” (weaving), Iwate Prefecture: “nanbu—tekki” (ironware)
and “Joboji-Nuri” (lacquerware). Akita Prefecture: “Odate Wage-Wappa” (bentwood work). Yamagata Prefecture: “Yamagata Imono”
(casting) and “ Yonezawa, Oitama Tsumugi” (weaving). Miyagi Prefecture: “Miyagi Dento Kokeshi (Togatta Kokeshi / Naruko
Kokeshi)” (wooden doll). Fukushima Prefecture: “Aizu Hongo-Yaki”(ceramics).

Even with this limited field survey, we were nevertheless able to appreciate the specificities and the beauty of each of these objects
and their inestimable value as a regional cultural heritage and in a broader sense as part of a national cultural heritage.

The craftsmen succeed in proudly transmitting their knowledge to the next generation despite the problems they face. They adapt
their products to changes in tastes within Japan and abroad, whilst respecting traditional techniques. They do receive government
and local financial supports. The production and sale of these traditional craft products contributes to local employment.
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