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During the Edo period (1603-1868), many paintings were produced based on various classical
Japanese and Chinese literary works. Among them, the Ise Monogatari, a famous literary work
from the Heian period, was frequently used as a text for children in the early edo period, and was
frequently included in printed books mainly for the common people.

This time, | focused on Ise-e drawn by ukiyo-e artists in the Edo period. Among them, | first took up
"Meisho Waka no Michibiki" (1682), a work by Hishikawa Moronobu, the founder of ukiyo-e in the
early Edo period, which has never been mentioned before. This is also the case with Ise
Monogatari (1747) by Nishikawa Sukenobu, a later work, but the Ise paintings by ukiyoe artists in
the early to mid-Edo period were based on previous story illustrations. In the majority of cases, the
changes made were limited to the stylization of the characters' faces, or the substitution of Edo
customs for those of the characters themselves. This explains why Ise-e often appeared in the
illustrations of printed books called ourai-mono, which were handbooks of the old days.

However, there are some examples of the modernization of Ise-e that show a remarkable
transformation. Particularly noteworthy among the works from the turbulent period at the end of the
Edo period is Chiryuu Yatsuhashi, one of a series of nishiki-e prints of Tokaido Meisho no Uchi by
the popular painter Utagawa Toyokuni lll. During this period, a number of print collections in the
form of a set were published as a standard and popular product following the series of prints of
Tokaido by Hiroshige, and this illustration, published in 1863, depicts the procession of the 13th
shogun, Tokugawa lesada, to Kyoto against the background of the famous Ise Monogatari story of
the Eight Bridges. It is astonishing to see how a famous place that has been around since the days
of the imperial dynasty has been recognized with a great change in the world of the last days of the
Tokugawa shogunate, which stirred up anxiety in the hearts of the people.
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Ise—e in Edo—period Ukiyo—e
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During the Edo period (1603-1868), many paintings were produced based on various classical Japanese and Chinese literary works.
Among them, the Ise Monogatari, a famous literary work from the Heian period, was frequently used as a text for children in the early
edo period, and was frequently included in printed books mainly for the common people.

This time, | focused on Ise—e drawn by ukiyo—e artists in the Edo period. Among them, I first took up “Meisho Waka no Michibiki”
(1682), a work by Hishikawa Moronobu, the founder of ukiyo—e in the early Edo period, which has never been mentioned before. This is
also the case with Ise Monogatari (1747) by Nishikawa Sukenobu, a later work, but the Ise paintings by ukiyoe artists in the early to
mid—Edo period were based on previous story illustrations. In the majority of cases, the changes made were limited to the stylization
of the characters’ faces, or the substitution of Edo customs for those of the characters themselves. This explains why Ise—e often
appeared in the illustrations of printed books called ourai-mono, which were handbooks of the old days.

However, there are some examples of the modernization of Ise—e that show a remarkable transformation. Particularly noteworthy
among the works from the turbulent period at the end of the Edo period is Chiryuu Yatsuhashi, one of a series of nishiki—e prints of
Tokaido Meisho no Uchi by the popular painter Utagawa Toyokuni IIl. During this period, a number of print collections in the form of a
set were published as a standard and popular product following the series of prints of Tokaido by Hiroshige, and this illustration,
published in 1863, depicts the procession of the 13th shogun, Tokugawa lesada, to Kyoto against the background of the famous Ise
Monogatari story of the Eight Bridges. It is astonishing to see how a famous place that has been around since the days of the imperial
dynasty has been recognized with a great change in the world of the last days of the Tokugawa shogunate, which stirred up anxiety in
the hearts of the people.
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