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The global economy was severely adversely affected by COVID-19. In particular, many companies
suffered severe raw material shortages due to supply chain disruptions. In addition, the rising costs
of raw materials and fuel have forced manufacturers to make major changes in their business
models. In addition, resources such as personal protective equipment products and
pharmaceuticals have fallen into serious shortages. In a free and competitive economic system,
tight demand would create higher prices. For the safety of people's lives and health, it is essential
not only to deter price hikes but also to give priority to supply hospitals and medical institutions.
To this end, it is necessary to allow cooperative behavior among businesses that manufacture and
sell medical devices, pharmaceuticals, and daily necessities. The European Commission has
provided informal comfort letters to companies with compliance concerns, and the United States
have issued early business review letters to companies seeking to engage in concerted action to
facilitate appropriate pandemic highlighting. In contrast, Japan has abolished exemptions for
recession cartels and streamlining cartels, making prior consultation between the Fair Trade
Commission and businesses important in response to emergency situations.

In this study, we compared the JFTC's prior consultation cases and its activities with those of the
U.S. and the European Commission. There was no significant difference between the JFTC's
perception of joint actions and that of competition law authorities in other countries. In particular,
the JFTC pointed out that concerted action is acceptable if it is "a necessary and temporary act
undertaken to avoid a shortage of goods" and does not constitute an antitrust problem. A similar
decision framework is presented for the Great East Japan Earthquake. Compared to the U.S. and
Europe, the experience of the Great East Japan Earthquake, e.g., rolling blackouts, was found to
have been utilized in the response this time. In addition to this, it can be seen that Japan is
characterized by a strong concern for responding to wrinkles in small and medium-sized
businesses and subcontractors, as well as for infringement of consumer interests against
unreasonably high pricing. Through this study, it was found that competition policy in times of




emergency needs to coordinate various protective legal interests, such as price measures and
ensuring the security of overall economic activities and that even after the COVID-19 convergence,
it is necessary to continue to consider an appropriate legal framework for this issue. Based on the
results of this research, the need to study the nature of competition in economic activities in view of
the crisis situation became obvious.
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The global economy was severely adversely affected by COVID-19. In particular, many companies suffered severe raw material
shortages due to supply chain disruptions. In addition, the rising costs of raw materials and fuel have forced manufacturers to make
major changes in their business models. In addition, resources such as personal protective equipment products and pharmaceuticals
have fallen into serious shortages. In a free and competitive economic system, tight demand would create higher prices. For the
safety of people’s lives and health, it is essential not only to deter price hikes but also to give priority to supply hospitals and medical
institutions.

To this end, it is necessary to allow cooperative behavior among businesses that manufacture and sell medical devices,
pharmaceuticals, and daily necessities. The European Commission has provided informal comfort letters to companies with
compliance concerns, and the United States have issued early business review letters to companies seeking to engage in concerted
action to facilitate appropriate pandemic highlighting. In contrast, Japan has abolished exemptions for recession cartels and
streamlining cartels, making prior consultation between the Fair Trade Commission and businesses important in response to
emergency situations.

In this study, we compared the JFTC’s prior consultation cases and its activities with those of the U.S. and the European
Commission. There was no significant difference between the JFTC's perception of joint actions and that of competition law
authorities in other countries. In particular, the JFTC pointed out that concerted action is acceptable if it is “a necessary and
temporary act undertaken to avoid a shortage of goods” and does not constitute an antitrust problem. A similar decision framework is
presented for the Great East Japan Earthquake. Compared to the U.S. and Europe, the experience of the Great East Japan
Earthquake, e.g., rolling blackouts, was found to have been utilized in the response this time. In addition to this, it can be seen that
Japan is characterized by a strong concern for responding to wrinkles in small and medium—sized businesses and subcontractors, as
well as for infringement of consumer interests against unreasonably high pricing. Through this study, it was found that competition
policy in times of emergency needs to coordinate various protective legal interests, such as price measures and ensuring the security
of overall economic activities and that even after the COVID-19 convergence, it is hecessary to continue to consider an appropriate
legal framework for this issue. Based on the results of this research, the need to study the nature of competition in economic
activities in view of the crisis situation became obvious.
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