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As initially planned, a collection of essays detailing the scholarly findings of this project has been
published in a volume entitled Juru verunu to fikushon no bokenshatachi (Jules Verne and the
explorers of fiction), ed. Susumu Niijima (Suiseisha 2021).

The French author Jules Verne (1828-1905) is generally known as a popular writer. However, from
around the 1950s, scholars began to focus on his unique literary qualities; in particular, they shone
a light on the modernity of his works, which could be considered representative of both the 20th
and 21st centuries. Yet discussions of his literary qualities and his modernity are by no means
plentiful.

In what ways can the popular writer Verne be seen as a contemporary man of letters? In response
to this question, project scholars compared Verne with the authors in whom they specialize.
Principal researcher Susumu Niijima was responsible for editing the collection; in addition, he
reappraises previous research regarding Raymond Roussel's admiration for Verne. Co-researcher
Akiyoshi Shikina discusses the relationship between Verne and Kurd Lal3witz, who is regarded as
the father of science fiction in Germany; he re-questions the meaning of science in Verne's work.
Co-researcher Takayuki Tatsumi traces the genealogy of fantasies based on the Hollow Earth
theory; how it was inherited by Verne from Edgar Allan Poe and other authors, and then passed
down to subsequent generations of authors. In particular, Tatsumi considers Verne's work from the
perspective of sequelogy.

Such approaches illuminate the modernity of Verne's works. In our country, for an author of
\Verne's repute, surprisingly few essay collections exist that have been authored by academics for
the general public. It is hoped that this volume, which brings together the results of the project, will
play an important role in encouraging greater acceptance of Verne in Japan.
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As initially planned, a collection of essays detailing the scholarly findings of this project has been published in a volume entitled Juru
verunu to fikushon no bokenshatachi (Jules Verne and the explorers of fiction), ed. Susumu Niijima (Suiseisha 2021).

The French author Jules Verne (1828-1905) is generally known as a popular writer. However, from around the 1950s, scholars began
to focus on his unique literary qualities; in particular, they shone a light on the modernity of his works, which could be considered
representative of both the 20th and 21st centuries. Yet discussions of his literary qualities and his modernity are by no means
plentiful.

In what ways can the popular writer Verne be seen as a contemporary man of letters? In response to this question, project scholars
compared Verne with the authors in whom they specialize.

Principal researcher Susumu Niijima was responsible for editing the collection; in addition, he reappraises previous research regarding
Raymond Roussel’ s admiration for Verne. Co-researcher Akiyoshi Shikina discusses the relationship between Verne and Kurd
LaBwitz, who is regarded as the father of science fiction in Germany; he re—questions the meaning of science in Verne' s work. Co—
researcher Takayuki Tatsumi traces the genealogy of fantasies based on the Hollow Earth theory; how it was inherited by Verne from
Edgar Allan Poe and other authors, and then passed down to subsequent generations of authors. In particular, Tatsumi considers
Verne' s work from the perspective of sequelogy.

Such approaches illuminate the modernity of Verne’ s works. In our country, for an author of Verne’ s repute, surprisingly few essay
collections exist that have been authored by academics for the general public. It is hoped that this volume, which brings together the
results of the project, will play an important role in encouraging greater acceptance of Verne in Japan.
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