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My research goal for this year was primarily a preparatory one. In other words, | strove to
assemble a personal research environment amenable to the long-term pursuit of a comparative
theory of Gothic literatures, which | am currently taking as my main research theme. My first and
most important goal was to acquire a computer that fit all of my research needs. | use a wide
variety of digitalized texts and materials in my research, and also conduct research as necessary
on location at regional literature museums and libraries outside of the Tokyo metropolitan area.
Accordingly, | determined that my research would be best served by a portable laptop computer
with a generous capacity for data storage. (It is worth noting that my needs evolved somewhat this
year with the rise of Zoom meetings and classes, which underlined for me the importance of a
computer equipped with a fast and durable processor, as well. This, above all, explains the
discrepancy between the proposed monetary amount in my original submission and the actual cost
of the computer | purchased.)

With my remaining research funds, | purchased three texts that will form a foundation for my future
research on the comparative Gothic. The first book is a monograph on Hinatsu Konosuke by Imura
Kimie, one of the major contemporary Hinatsu scholars. Imura's work will function as a sort of
starting point for my own research on Hinatsu. | also purchased a collection of articles and essays
on Izumi Kyoka by Tanemura Suehiro; | was keen to purchase this volume because it contains a
significant amount of material published in standalone book form for the first time. Lastly, |
purchased a collection of Kyoka's work that is based on original plans for an innovative anthology
series by Shibusawa Tatsuhiko decades ago. This anthology series never came to fruition in
Shibusawa's lifetime, but has been recently "reanimated,” as it were, in such a way that places this
text firmly within the tradition of texts by and about Kyoka that hold an important place in the history
of the book in modern Japan for the care and and attention they pay to the physical and aesthetic
aspects of book-making.
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Preliminary Work on a Comparative Theory of Gothic Literatures
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My research goal for this year was primarily a preparatory one. In other words, I strove to assemble a personal research environment
amenable to the long—term pursuit of a comparative theory of Gothic literatures, which I am currently taking as my main research
theme. My first and most important goal was to acquire a computer that fit all of my research needs. I use a wide variety of digitalized
texts and materials in my research, and also conduct research as necessary on location at regional literature museums and libraries
outside of the Tokyo metropolitan area. Accordingly, I determined that my research would be best served by a portable laptop
computer with a generous capacity for data storage. (It is worth noting that my needs evolved somewhat this year with the rise of
Zoom meetings and classes, which underlined for me the importance of a computer equipped with a fast and durable processor, as
well. This, above all, explains the discrepancy between the proposed monetary amount in my original submission and the actual cost
of the computer I purchased.)

With my remaining research funds, I purchased three texts that will form a foundation for my future research on the comparative
Gothic. The first book is a monograph on Hinatsu Konosuke by Imura Kimie, one of the major contemporary Hinatsu scholars. Imura’s
work will function as a sort of starting point for my own research on Hinatsu. I also purchased a collection of articles and essays on
Izumi Kyoka by Tanemura Suehiro; I was keen to purchase this volume because it contains a significant amount of material published
in standalone book form for the first time. Lastly, I purchased a collection of Kyoka's work that is based on original plans for an
innovative anthology series by Shibusawa Tatsuhiko decades ago. This anthology series never came to fruition in Shibusawa’s lifetime,
but has been recently “reanimated,” as it were, in such a way that places this text firmly within the tradition of texts by and about
Kyoka that hold an important place in the history of the book in modern Japan for the care and and attention they pay to the physical
and aesthetic aspects of book—making.
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