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In this study, we continued our research on the Ise-ké in Ritto City, Shiga Prefecture, from the
previous year. As in the previous year, we proceeded with the reprinting of collected historical
materials. However, the impact of COVID-19 was not unexpectedly mitigated, and we could not
conduct any field surveys except for remote interviews, and could not obtain any uncollected
historical materials.

Therefore, considering that this research is not about Iseko but about the base of self-governance,
we expanded the scope of the research more than originally planned. Specifically, (1) the collection
of residential histories in the original research area by remote interview and (2) the establishment
of new research areas. The latter was a new town built in the early 1970s in Koka City, also in
Shiga Prefecture. While the original survey area has a deep history as a settlement along an old
main road, the new town has a history of only about half a century. By comprehensively collecting
and analyzing the newsletters of the residents' association of the new town, we can analyze the
process of creating the residents' autonomy from scratch.

Although the digitalization of the collected materials and the accompanying analysis are still in
progress in both areas, the following is what we have learned from the surveys conducted so far
this year.

(1) Analysis of the Ise-ko account ledgers shows that, as in the previous year, the Ise-ko
functioned not only as a religious group or New Year's party, but also as a way of managing
common land and paying taxes in the neighboring Ise-ko.

(2) From the survey of housing history, it was confirmed that the layout of the houses in the study
area was designed for relatives and neighbors to stop by, but such a layout was lost when the
houses were rebuilt. It was also found that in the past, not only was there a large number of
generations in the family living together, but there was also a division of roles and sharing of
household chores, etc., which encouraged interaction among multi-generational families.

(3) The analysis of the newsletter of the residents' association in New Town showed that a certain
organizational strength and systematic management had been established from the beginning of
the association. This seems to be due to the experience of the labor union. Since changes in
production and copying methods also affect the composition and content of the paper, multimodal




analysis will be required in the future.
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In this study, we continued our research on the Ise—ko in Ritto City, Shiga Prefecture, from the previous year. As in the previous year,
we proceeded with the reprinting of collected historical materials. However, the impact of COVID-19 was not unexpectedly mitigated,
and we could not conduct any field surveys except for remote interviews, and could not obtain any uncollected historical materials.
Therefore, considering that this research is not about Iseko but about the base of self-governance, we expanded the scope of the
research more than originally planned. Specifically, (1) the collection of residential histories in the original research area by remote
interview and (2) the establishment of new research areas. The latter was a new town built in the early 1970s in Koka City, also in
Shiga Prefecture. While the original survey area has a deep history as a settlement along an old main road, the new town has a history
of only about half a century. By comprehensively collecting and analyzing the newsletters of the residents’ association of the new
town, we can analyze the process of creating the residents’ autonomy from scratch.

Although the digitalization of the collected materials and the accompanying analysis are still in progress in both areas, the following is
what we have learned from the surveys conducted so far this year.

(1) Analysis of the Ise—ko account ledgers shows that, as in the previous year, the Ise—ko functioned not only as a religious group or
New Year's party, but also as a way of managing common land and paying taxes in the neighboring Ise—ko.

(2) From the survey of housing history, it was confirmed that the layout of the houses in the study area was designed for relatives
and neighbors to stop by, but such a layout was lost when the houses were rebuilt. It was also found that in the past, not only was
there a large number of generations in the family living together, but there was also a division of roles and sharing of household
chores, etc., which encouraged interaction among multi—generational families.

(3) The analysis of the newsletter of the residents’ association in New Town showed that a certain organizational strength and
systematic management had been established from the beginning of the association. This seems to be due to the experience of the
labor union. Since changes in production and copying methods also affect the composition and content of the paper, multimodal
analysis will be required in the future.
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