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The purpose of this research project was to elucidate how the dynamics of political power at the
central and local levels worked when the state power integrates the people, using the integration of
workers in China as a case study.

The results of this three-year project were published as Workers' Organizations and National Unity
in China: Political Dynamics between the Central and Local Levels over Gonghui (Keio University
Press, 2021). In this book, | hypothesized that "the multilayered nature of state power and the
multilayered discretionary space for policy execution promote national unity and lead to a strong
state insofar as they provide security for people's lives and livelihoods. | then contrastively
analyzed how the central party and government and All China Federation of Trade Unions
envisioned the integration of workers into the state through livelihood security during the socialist
state-building period (1950s-1960s) and the early years of reform and opening-up (1980s), and
how the Party, the government, and Gonghui at various administrative levels in Zhejiang Province
put it into practice.

The analysis revealed that the debates and struggles that developed at the center over how to
integrate the workers were not always linked to the provinces. At the center, both in the 1950s and
1980s, the debate between the CPC (Communist Party of China) leaders who advocated the
unification of the party, government, and Gonghui based on socialist ideology and those who
advocated the reform of Gonghui into an interest group in order to build a centralized, corporatist
system of interest representation became fierce. However, in Zhejiang, the priority was not to
reform Gonghui into an interest group nor to justify the Socialist ideology, but to maintain the
economy and stabilize the society. In this context, the welfare system, centered on insurance, was
an important means by which local Party and the government and Gonghui could integrate workers
and ensure regional stability. Even though "economism" was criticized in the ideological debates at
the center, the local governments took all the opportunities to expand the application of the
insurance system in order to maintain social stability. Although this resulted in deviations from the
policy execution form, it can be considered to have contributed to national unity.
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Integration of the People: National Integration and Workers in the People’'s Republic of China
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The purpose of this research project was to elucidate how the dynamics of political power at the central and local levels worked when
the state power integrates the people, using the integration of workers in China as a case study.

The results of this three—year project were published as Workers’ Organizations and National Unity in China: Political Dynamics
between the Central and Local Levels over Gonghui (Keio University Press, 2021). In this book, I hypothesized that “the multilayered
nature of state power and the multilayered discretionary space for policy execution promote national unity and lead to a strong state
insofar as they provide security for people’s lives and livelihoods. I then contrastively analyzed how the central party and government
and All China Federation of Trade Unions envisioned the integration of workers into the state through livelihood security during the
socialist state—building period (1950s—1960s) and the early years of reform and opening—up (1980s), and how the Party, the
government, and Gonghui at various administrative levels in Zhejiang Province put it into practice.

The analysis revealed that the debates and struggles that developed at the center over how to integrate the workers were not
always linked to the provinces. At the center, both in the 1950s and 1980s, the debate between the CPC (Communist Party of China)
leaders who advocated the unification of the party, government, and Gonghui based on socialist ideology and those who advocated
the reform of Gonghui into an interest group in order to build a centralized, corporatist system of interest representation became
fierce. However, in Zhejiang, the priority was not to reform Gonghui into an interest group nor to justify the Socialist ideology, but to
maintain the economy and stabilize the society. In this context, the welfare system, centered on insurance, was an important means
by which local Party and the government and Gonghui could integrate workers and ensure regional stability. Even though
“economism” was criticized in the ideological debates at the center, the local governments took all the opportunities to expand the
application of the insurance system in order to maintain social stability. Although this resulted in deviations from the policy execution
form, it can be considered to have contributed to national unity.
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