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Abstract
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My research plan for the first year of this project was to investigate the John Savage Collection at
the University of Wyoming in the US, and to obtain clues that would lead us to G.R. Paschal, the
man who proposed the plan to build the Three Gorges Dam in 1944 through US-China
cooperation. However, due to the difficulties in traveling to the United States caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, | was unable to implement our research plan.

Therefore, | proceeded with my research and submitted my paper, using the available materials
and slightly changing the contents.

In paper 1), "A Paradigm Shift in Dam Security in the History of the Three Gorges Dam: On the
Decision of the Candidate Site of the Three Gorges Dam in 1979," it was pointed out that the
Minister of Water Resources, who was in charge of the Three Gorges Dam at that point, with the
support of the top leadership of Li Xiannian and Wang Renzhong, decided to make the long-
dismissed dam site of Sandouping the candidate site of the Three Gorges Dam. As a result,
concerns about security issues in the policy process of the Three Gorges Dam were overcome,
and one of the factors that had caused the stagnation disappeared.

In paper 2, "Shaking and Searching over the Normal Reservoir Level of the Three Gorges Dam in
the Early 1980s," after the decision on the candidate site for the Three Gorges Dam, the decision
on the normal reservoir level was made, but this was difficult due to the various interests involved.
In the early 1980s, China's policy process was characterized by "fragmentation" as pointed out in
previous studies, but also presented a different aspect. This paper shows that despite the
hierarchy of the bureaucracy, the competent departments sabotage the decisions of the
committees, which are the senior organizations. In other words, within the hierarchy of the
bureaucracy, the committee may find itself in a situation where it is unable to implement its policies
if the subordinate organizations fail to cooperate.
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A Study on the Development of the Three Gorges Dam in the U.S.-China Postwar Reconstruction Initiative from the Perspective of
Environmental History
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My research plan for the first year of this project was to investigate the John Savage Collection at the University of Wyoming in the
US, and to obtain clues that would lead us to G.R. Paschal, the man who proposed the plan to build the Three Gorges Dam in 1944
through US—China cooperation. However, due to the difficulties in traveling to the United States caused by the COVID-19 pandemic,
I was unable to implement our research plan.

Therefore, I proceeded with my research and submitted my paper, using the available materials and slightly changing the contents.

In paper 1), “A Paradigm Shift in Dam Security in the History of the Three Gorges Dam: On the Decision of the Candidate Site of the
Three Gorges Dam in 1979,” it was pointed out that the Minister of Water Resources, who was in charge of the Three Gorges Dam at
that point, with the support of the top leadership of Li Xiannian and Wang Renzhong, decided to make the long—dismissed dam site of
Sandouping the candidate site of the Three Gorges Dam. As a result, concerns about security issues in the policy process of the
Three Gorges Dam were overcome, and one of the factors that had caused the stagnation disappeared.

In paper 2, “Shaking and Searching over the Normal Reservoir Level of the Three Gorges Dam in the Early 1980s,” after the decision
on the candidate site for the Three Gorges Dam, the decision on the normal reservoir level was made, but this was difficult due to the
various interests involved. In the early 1980s, China’s policy process was characterized by “fragmentation” as pointed out in previous
studies, but also presented a different aspect. This paper shows that despite the hierarchy of the bureaucracy, the competent
departments sabotage the decisions of the committees, which are the senior organizations. In other words, within the hierarchy of the
bureaucracy, the committee may find itself in a situation where it is unable to implement its policies if the subordinate organizations
fail to cooperate.
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