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Abstract
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Christian Prayers and Meditations (1569) is an extremely informative piece of historical evidence
that can help enhance our understanding of the multi-layered cultural reactions to visual images.
This prayer book was initially published by John Day, a stationer based in London, for Elizabeth I's
personal use. In 1578 and 1581, Day worked with his son Richard to print a revised edition aimed
at a public audience, renamed A Booke of Christian Prayers and complete with a number of
illustrations. Evidently the book enjoyed enduring demand, for a third edition was printed in 1590
by R. Yardley and Peter Short "for the assignes of Richard Day", and again in 1608 by the
Stationers' Company. This study aims to tackle the long-overlooked question of the border
illustrations in Christian Prayers and Meditations, by first identifying the source of its biblical
illustrations. Then, It examines the book's production process, by considering how Catholic images
initially made for French books of hours found their way to John Day's printing house and into this
prayer book.
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A Study of Borders in Christian Prayers and Meditations (1569)
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Christian Prayers and Meditations (1569) is an extremely informative piece of historical evidence that can help enhance our
understanding of the multi-layered cultural reactions to visual images. This prayer book was initially published by John Day, a
stationer based in London, for Elizabeth I’ s personal use. In 1578 and 1581, Day worked with his son Richard to print a revised edition
aimed at a public audience, renamed A Booke of Christian Prayers and complete with a number of illustrations. Evidently the book
enjoyed enduring demand, for a third edition was printed in 1590 by R. Yardley and Peter Short “for the assignes of Richard Day”, and
again in 1608 by the Stationers’ Company. This study aims to tackle the long—overlooked question of the border illustrations in
Christian Prayers and Meditations, by first identifying the source of its biblical illustrations. Then, It examines the book’ s production
process, by considering how Catholic images initially made for French books of hours found their way to John Day’ s printing house
and into this prayer book.
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