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In the academic year 2020, | concentrated on researching the writings of two pioneers of the
sociology of technique in the German-speaking world, Werner Sombart and Friedrich von Gottl-
Ottlilienfeld, to analyze and study the literature of those days.

More and more social scientists are interested in the set of problems arising from the techniques
that formed the background of the Second Industrial Revolution and were developed rapidly after
the foundation of the German Empire in 1871. Sombart had already given a lecture on economy
and technique in 1901. Julius Wolf referred to the idea of techniques as a production factor in
addition to the traditional ones of land, capital and labor (National6konomie als exakte
Wissenschaft [National Economy as Exact Science], 1908). In a comprehensive work, Der modern
Kapitalismus (The Modern Capitalism, 1916/1927), Sombart further analyzed the relationship
between types of techniques and economic institutions.

In Wirtschaft und Technik (Economy and Technique, 1914; 1923), Gottl-Ottlilienfeld described the
relationship between the economy and techniques analytically and clearly. It included not only real
techniques — technique on nature — but also social techniques and suggested the possibility of a
technical rationalization of social relations and human life as whole. This work influenced
discussion and the rationalization movement around the German industries in the 1920s. Among
the chaos after the capitulation of the German Empire and the collapse of the social and economic
order, the social sciences were expected — sometimes exaggerated — to restore and steer social
and economic order technically. In particular, the hope to solve the class conflicts between capital
and labor scientifically and technically loomed large, and in this context the method of scientific
management by Frederic W. Taylor and Fordism were introduced into Germany. Gottl-Ottlilienfeld
believed he had found a practical expression of his theory in Fordism and promoted it with
enthusiasm.

Discourses in the sociology of technique at that time were institutionalized as new institutions, e.g.,




the Technical University of Berlin, by the rationalization movement and university reform. With the
new academic degree "economic engineer," it contributed to integrating a new professional group,
"engineers," into German society in a leading role.

| talked on some parts of the abovementioned studies in the workshop "Max Weber 21" in March
2021. A book chapter will be published in German Sociology between the World Wars.
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Development of Sociology in the German—speaking World in the Interwar Period, especially Sociology of Technique
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In the academic year 2020, I concentrated on researching the writings of two pioneers of the sociology of technique in the German—
speaking world, Werner Sombart and Friedrich von Gottl-Ottlilienfeld, to analyze and study the literature of those days .

More and more social scientists are interested in the set of problems arising from the techniques that formed the background of the
Second Industrial Revolution and were developed rapidly after the foundation of the German Empire in 1871. Sombart had already
given a lecture on economy and technique in 1901. Julius Wolf referred to the idea of techniques as a production factor in addition to
the traditional ones of land, capital and labor (Nationalskonomie als exakte Wissenschaft [National Economy as Exact Science], 1908).
In a comprehensive work, Der modern Kapitalismus (The Modern Capitalism, 1916/1927), Sombart further analyzed the relationship
between types of techniques and economic institutions.

In Wirtschaft und Technik (Economy and Technique, 1914; 1923), Gottl-Ottlilienfeld described the relationship between the economy
and techniques analytically and clearly. It included not only real techniques — technique on nature — but also social techniques and
suggested the possibility of a technical rationalization of social relations and human life as whole. This work influenced discussion and
the rationalization movement around the German industries in the 1920s. Among the chaos after the capitulation of the German
Empire and the collapse of the social and economic order, the social sciences were expected — sometimes exaggerated — to restore
and steer social and economic order technically. In particular, the hope to solve the class conflicts between capital and labor
scientifically and technically loomed large, and in this context the method of scientific management by Frederic W. Taylor and Fordism
were introduced into Germany. Gottl-Ottlilienfeld believed he had found a practical expression of his theory in Fordism and promoted
it with enthusiasm.

Discourses in the sociology of technique at that time were institutionalized as new institutions, e.g., the Technical University of Berlin,
by the rationalization movement and university reform. With the new academic degree “economic engineer,” it contributed to
integrating a new professional group, “engineers,” into German society in a leading role.

I talked on some parts of the abovementioned studies in the workshop “Max Weber 21” in March 2021. A book chapter will be
published in German Sociology between the World Wars.
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