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Can we go back to the ... curse thing?

( BE Jumaniji: Welcome to the Jungle )
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JobsDEOZZT>TWVD,

Sheldon: | care neither for turtlenecks nor showmanship.

Wozniak: Yeah, | never got that turtleneck thing.

(The Big Bang Theory, Season 4, Episode 2)
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(4) I've decided to get over that whole "you saw me naked" thing.

( BRIE Something's Gotta Give )
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This study revealed that the English "X thing' construction can function as a quotative as in:

(1) [CONTEXT] Nigel, who has been explaining how a certain game works, mentions some "curse"
in passing. Several moments later, one of the participants says:

Can we go back to the ... curse thing?

(Jumaniji: Welcome to the Jungle)

Here the concept of quotation is defined as a phenomenon where:
(2) the speaker incorporates (with some modification) (part of) the (actual or internal) words of
someone else (it might be an individual, a community, or her past self) into her own words,

showing (sometimes by using quotation marks) that those words come from someone else.

This definition allows for the fact that the notion of quotation is subject to gradation, some
quotations being more quotation-like than others.




It has been known that the "X thing' construction can also be used to create a distancing effect. The
term 'distancing', which has been employed without any proper definition in the literature, is defined
here as an act of showing that one does not share someone else's mental attitude. An example is
given below:

(3) [CONTEXT] Sheldon and Wozniak are criticizing Steve Job:
Sheldon: | care neither for turtlenecks nor showmanship.
Wozniak: Yeah, | never got that turtleneck thing.

(The Big Bang Theory, Season 4, Episode 2)

Another point the present study made is that the quotative use and the distancing use of the 'X
thing' construction form a continuum. Many examples are attested which exhibit both properties as
exemplified in the following:

(4) I've decided to get over that whole "you saw me naked" thing.
(Something's Gotta Give)
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The English "X thing’ construction as a quotative

1. HIREBRFROBE

ABEILEFED X thing XL TITHITRT SLIIC5IARBELTHAET SHEENHHEETRL,
(DDRREBA] 7 — LOFRER R cursel LN ISER LB EENRND, LIESKLT, BSREMOTW S —LSMENARD LIS

BB

Can we go back to the --- curse thing?
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Sheldon: I care neither for turtlenecks nor showmanship.

Wozniak: Yeah, I never got that turtleneck thing.

(The Big Bang Theory, Season 4, Episode 2)
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(4) I’ ve decided to get over that whole “you saw me naked” thing.
(MRE Something’ s Gotta Give)
TAT=, BADBEZRI=Hia, LFx— " 1&H=LED, PHDEIZLE=D,

2. MRERRAEEOPME (R

This study revealed that the English 'X thing’ construction can function as a quotative as in:

(1) [CONTEXT] Nigel, who has been explaining how a certain game works, mentions some “curse” in passing. Several moments later,
one of the participants says:

Can we go back to the --- curse thing?

(Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle)

Here the concept of quotation is defined as a phenomenon where:

(2) the speaker incorporates (with some modification) (part of) the (actual or internal) words of someone else (it might be an
individual, a community, or her past self) into her own words, showing (sometimes by using quotation marks) that those words come
from someone else.

This definition allows for the fact that the notion of quotation is subject to gradation, some quotations being more quotation—like than
others.

It has been known that the 'X thing’ construction can also be used to create a distancing effect. The term 'distancing’, which has been
employed without any proper definition in the literature, is defined here as an act of showing that one does not share someone else’s
mental attitude. An example is given below:

(3) [CONTEXT] Sheldon and Wozniak are criticizing Steve Job:
Sheldon: [ care neither for turtlenecks nor showmanship.
Wozniak: Yeah, I never got that turtleneck thing.

(The Big Bang Theory, Season 4, Episode 2)




Another point the present study made is that the quotative use and the distancing use of the 'X thing’ construction form a continuum.
Many examples are attested which exhibit both properties as exemplified in the following:

(4) I’ ve decided to get over that whole “you saw me naked” thing.
(Something’ s Gotta Give)
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